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Understanding and Activating Spiritual Authority 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A Resource for helping Christian leaders to 
understand, teach and activate spiritual authority 

 

Harvest Preparation International Ministries is called and established, by the grace of God, to train 
Christian leaders, equipping them to reach their full potential. The objective is to bring scriptural 
teaching on relevant topics and issues faced by all who follow Christ’s mandate to go and make 
disciples of all nations. This is our mandate and our goal is fulfilled through …  

 

“Leaders Training Leaders” 
 
In Matthew 28:18&19 Jesus told His disciples, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” Exercising spiritual authority is sometimes 
confusing to Christians, even Christian leaders. If all authority in heaven and earth is vested in Him 
… and it is … Then the body of Christ is commissioned with that authority; He entrusts His body 
with that delegated authority to overcome the powers of darkness.  
 
For far too long His people have lived under the shadow of principalities and powers of darkness; 
not understanding the influence these principalities have in their lives. As Christian leaders we are 
to teach God’s people to understand Spiritual Authority, to see it activated in their lives, to see them 
equipped to do the work of ministry. 
 
This manual has been produced from teachings contributed by key international teachers and 
leaders who are affiliated with HPIM. It is freely offered as a resource for pastors, elders, youth 
leaders, leaders of small groups, and others who are committed to making disciples of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. As you read through the teachings you will benefit from the revelation of gifted 
teachers, concerning “Understanding and Activating Spiritual Authority” Each contributor focuses 
on a particular area, building and establishing a foundation to teach and disciple others. Our goal 
is to provide them as tools to help you teach others to understand and activate spiritual authority 
… that they may … 

 

“Go and make disciples of all nations” 
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UNDERSTANDING AND ACTIVATING SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY 
Dr. Charles Hamilton 

Columbiana, OH 
 

WHAT THE THEME IS NOT: 
 
It is not that a believer needs to submit to an authoritative pastor or shepherd for the purpose of 
being discipled, when the leader’s goal is not focused on growth or healthy leading but seeking 
control and manipulation. 
 
Or a leader in order to be successful must build a pyramid of leaders & disciples under himself that 
he directs, controls, and maintains total authority. 
 
The Christian Growth Movement of the 70’s & 80’s in the USA is an example of wrong motivation 
and application of discipleship. This movement was involved in abusive, authoritarianism that 
ultimately robbed many individuals of their liberty and autonomy in Christ. Even to the point of 
disciples having to ask permission before they date, change jobs and made major decisions. 

 
Personal care, mentoring, and accountability are needed Biblical concepts, and true spiritual 
maturity requires that they be preserved. The process of discipleship is most effective and fulfilled 
when done, as Jesus did, in a loving, supportive, caring, equipping and empowering culture. 
 
WHAT THE THEME IS: 
 
It is understanding that a child of God, under the Lordship of Jesus Christ is commissioned to 
represent the kingdom of light in spiritual warfare against the kingdom of darkness.  
 
Eph. 6:10-13 Also understanding what our heavenly Father has called us to, Jesus has equipped 
us for, giving the believer total authority and power for complete victory. 
 
 Vs. 13 Withstand and Stand in Greek: Anthistemi: To stand against, oppose, and resist. 
 
THE PROBLEM AND THE GOAL: 
 
Many Christians do not understand and do not exercise their God given authority and lead anemic, 
powerless lives. Christians must realize that the Lord of life has given us everything we need for life 
and godliness.  
 2 Peter 1:3 …His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness 
through the knowledge of Him who called us … 
 
THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATION: 
 
 Mt. 28:18 …All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
 Mt. 10:1 …when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over un clean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 
 
 LK. 9:1 …He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all 
demons, and to cure diseases. 
 
 Power in this verse: Dynamis-Miraculous power, strength, violence, and mighty work. 
 
Note: Mt. 10:1 This commission is given before the H. S. outpouring is Acts. 
 
Word authority: Mt. V 28:18 & 10:1, Lk. 9:1 Use the same Greek word exousia meaning: 
Privilege, competency, freedom or mastery, superhuman control, delegated influence, 



 Authority, jurisdiction , liberty, power, right, strength.  
 
Pro. 29:2 When the righteous are in authority the people rejoice… (Authority: to increase, 
bring in abundance) 
 
JESUS TEACHING ON PRAYER AND UNDERSTANDING SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY 
 

1. BEGINS WITH RELATIONAL AUTHORITY WITH THE FATHER, LK. 11:2 
 

 Our clarity of purpose is defined by our revelation of God’s fatherhood in our lives. Jn. 
17:3 …this is eternal life that they may know You… (Jn. 5:26) 

 The fatherhood of God is expressed in His desire to provide, protect, and express 
pleasure to His children. These are our needs and desires. 

 RA is based on a person’s personal revelation of God’s love for them, surrender 
to the Lordship of Christ, and the pursuit of the unfolding destiny of God’s 
purpose for their life. 
 

Mt. 7:9-11 …if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he 

give him a serpent? If you being evil... 

 
       2. POSITIONAL AUTHORITY AS A FRIEND, Luke 11:5-8 
 

 We do not need to overcome God’s reluctance, but be earnest, wholehearted, and 
persistent in prayer. Persistence is for our benefit not God’s. 

 
Jn. 15:15  
No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 
 

 One of Jesus’s most profound statements regarding our relationship with Him. 

 It speaks of mutuality and love. 

 Ex. 33:11 The Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to His friend! 

 When we approach the Lord as friend we are approaching for others, we are in a 
place of intercession. 

 
 A pre-battle preparation for victory, a CLEAN HEART! Ps. 51:10 
 
1 COR. 10:31B-33 11:1 …whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offense, either 
to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, just as I also please all men in all things 
not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. Imitate me, just 
as I also imitate Christ. (Eph. 5:1 …be imitators of God...) 
 
Colossians 3:12-16 Clothed in the Character of Christ 

  
Forgiveness, Reconciliation V13-Why? 

 Releases another from an offense—refusing to enact the penalty due. 

 Refusing to sustain or fuel the cause of the offense. 

 Refusing to allow that offense to affect the relationship. 
 
This forgiveness: 

 Releases one from a sense of unresolved guilt. Rm. 8:1 

 Restores a clear conscience. 

 Restores relationship. 
 



To forgive is NOT to condone the sin as acceptable, to say it made no difference, or is 
forgiveness a license to repeat the offense. 
 
Forgiveness is a choice—a decision made to no longer hold an offense against another person 
or group. Mt. 6:14-15  
 
 Forgiving-What is it? 

 To do a favor, show kindness unconditionally. 

 Forgive freely 
The word is from the same root as charis, “grace.” 
 
Consider Authority and the Centurion Lk.7 
 
 V 8 He was under authority 
        He understood authority 
        He exercised authority  
  

Actions of Responsible Authority Mt. 6:33,  
 

 Leads by example: 1 Cor. 4:16 …I urge you, imitate me. Practice/Preach 

 Honor your word, if you say it do it. No exceptions! Mt. 5:37 …let your Yes be 

Yes 

 Give credit to others, recognize, esteem & honor. Phil. 2:8 …as a man He humbled 
himself and became obedient…  

 Embrace humility as a lifestyle, say you are sorry, mean it, admit mistakes. 
Ja. 4:6 He gives grace to the humble. Ja. 4:10 Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord 
and He will lift you up. 

 
Responsible Authority and the Centurion: 
 

 RA is compassionate Lk 7:2 (Compassion for his slave was unusual.) 

 RA requires understanding spoken word. V 7 

 RA must partner with faith. 

 RA respects the dignity of the individual.  V 5 (Loved Jews & built synagogue) 

 RA has nothing to do with our worthiness.  
 

3. LEGAL AUTHORITY, APPROACHING GOD AS: JUDGE Lk. 18:1-8 
 

 This is not just about persistent prayer and is a contrast not a comparison 
between our Father the true judge and this wicked judge. 
 

Vs. 3 Get justice (avenge me) for me from my adversary. 
 
Adversary: Gk. Strong’s 476 Antidikos: From 473-Opposite and 1349-Justice (Judgment, 
punishment and vengeance.) 
 
1 Peter 5:8b Your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
 
In other words, our adversary: 

 Your legal opponent in a case of law. 

 The one who brings a lawsuit. 

 One who seeks to deny what is yours. 
 
Rev. 12:10-11 



 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now salvation and strength and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them 
before our God day and night, has been cast down. 
 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they 
did not love their lives to the death. 
 
Question:  How is the “adversary” able to build a case against believers? 
 
THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO FALICY, SHORT COMING, OR WEAKNESS IN THE SACRAFICE OF 
CHRIST! 
 Col. 2:14-15 Jesus wiped out the indictment against us, nailing it to the cross, and 

disarming principalities and powers and made a public spectacle if them. Triumph! 
HOW DOES THE ENEMY BUILD A CASE AGAINST A CHILD OF GOD? Ps. 32 & 51 GIVE 
INSIGHT 
 
WE FIND THREE WORDS THAT REPRESENT THE FALLEN NATURE OF MANKIND. 
 
 SIN: Deals with the intent of the heart. Ps.32:1,5 
 

 Jesus taught: …whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. Mt. 5:28 

 Ps. 32:1,5 Blessed is he,…whose sin is covered.  I acknowledged my sin to You. 
 

TRANSGRESSION: Revolt or rebellion, stepping across the line. The Act, Ps. 32:1,5 
 

 Acts 1:25 Judas transgression: Gk. Abandoning a trust, stepping aside. 

 Ps. 32:1,5 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven. I said, I will confess my 
transgression to the Lord. 

 
INIQUITY: Bend or distort. The evil bent within human beings. Ps. 130:3, Ps. 32:2,5 
 

 The sin of the bloodlines and empowers the enemy without our knowledge. 

 Ps. 51:5 Behold I was brought forth in iniquity and in sin my mother conceived me. 
What was David saying? The traditional interpretation is that David was confirming what is written 
in Rm. 5:12 and Ps. 58:3 that man is born a sinner. But, it is possible in this case 
 
David was saying that he was conceived by his father & mother who was not the mother of his other 
brothers? Which would indicate that the iniquity of Ps. 51:5b states that: … in sin my mother 
conceived me.  
 
Example of Job 1:6-7 

 God was holding counsel with the angelic host and Satan came. 

 Satan, the accuser and adversary of Job was gathering information to bring an 
indictment against Job before the father in the courtroom of heaven. 

 First Accusation: 1:9 Job has nothing to fear. (My thought) 

 Second Accusation: 2:4-5 Bring Job deep physical pain, trauma, and suffering and 
he will curse You to Your face. 

 
Example of Two Doors That Give Satan Legal Access and Right to Accuse 
 

A. Through personal sin we legally give back what Jesus took from Satan. Judas Jn. 13:27 
B. Door of generational iniquity is opened. 

Ex. 20:5b…For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the Fathers upon the 
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me.  
 



 Decisions or actions made by parents, grandparents, even great grandparents can 
transmit to the present in a hereditary as well as a legal way. 

 But the opposite can take effect in Christ: blessings to future generation are assured 
for those who love God and keep His commands. Ex. 20:6 

 
Relational, Positional, and Legal authority give the believer the freedom, anointing, and confidence 
to represent the Kingdom of God, to overcome the kingdom of darkness and prepare the nations for 
the coming of our King. Ps. 2:8  
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Understanding and Activating Spiritual Authority 
DRAWING FROM GOD’S SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY  

Rev. Oscar Nuncio 
Sarasota, FL 

 

Although there are many kinds of authority, we are going to focus on spiritual authority which is 

the greatest.  If our authority in Christ is by the Spirit, whether a person is male or female, Jew or 

Gentile, there is no distinction between them in the spirit. 

Galatians 3:28-29 There is [now no distinction in regard to salvation] neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you [who believe] are all one in Christ 

Jesus [no one can claim a spiritual superiority]. 29 And if you belong to Christ [if you are in Him], then 

you are Abraham’s descendants, and [spiritual] heirs according to [God’s] promise.  (AMP). 

The question of authority is a fundamental issue facing every believer and every believer needs to 

understand God’s spiritual authority and exercise it in the spiritual realm. The things of the spirit 

realm are very real, but they cannot be scientifically or intellectually confirmed. The natural man 

cannot relate to the things of the Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural [unbelieving] man does not accept the things [the teachings and 

revelations] of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness [absurd and illogical] to him; and he is 

incapable of understanding them, because they are spiritually discerned and appreciated, [and he is 

unqualified to judge spiritual matters].  (AMP) 

God’s Spiritual Authority rests in the Word of God, in the Holy Spirit and in the Name of Jesus. 

Spiritual Authority in the Word of God 

 

The scriptures clearly state that the Word will reveal to us His spiritual authority. 

John 1:1 In the beginning [before all time] was the Word ([a]Christ), and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God [b]Himself.  (AMP). 

Revelation 19:13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in [a]blood, and His name is called The Word of 

God.  (AMP) 

John 8:31-32 So Jesus was saying to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word 

[continually obeying My teachings and living in accordance with them, then] you are truly My 

disciples. 32 And you will know the truth [regarding salvation], and the truth will set you free [from 

the penalty of sin].”  (AMP). 

John 15:7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you [that is, if we are vitally united and My 

message lives in your heart], ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you.  (AMP) 

When Jesus spoke or taught, He was revealing the Father, He was revealing Himself, He was 

revealing the Holy Spirit, He was revealing the principles of His Kingdom, He was revealing the plan 

of salvation, He was revealing the plans and design of His church from the beginning of creation to 

the end of times. When He taught, He did it with authority,  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A1&version=AMPC#fen-AMPC-26044a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A1&version=AMPC#fen-AMPC-26044b


Matthew 7:29 for He was teaching them as one who had authority [to teach entirely of His own 

volition], and not as their scribes [who relied on others to confirm their authority].  (AMP) 

Spiritual authority is exercised through our spoken words. The power of life and death are in the 

spoken words, 

Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it and indulge it 

will eat its fruit and bear the consequences of their words. (AMP). 

Matthew 8:16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were under the power of demons; 

and He cast out the evil spirits with a word, and restored to health all who were sick [exhibiting His 

authority as Messiah],  (AMP) 

The scriptures say that Jesus opened His mouth to teach, 

Matthew 5:2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them… 

When we teach the Word of God, we need to open our mouth as if we have authority, we need to 

understand that we are speaking His words not ours, we need to understand that His words have 

power to transform people, His words are anointed to heal the sick and His words have authority to 

confirm who we are in Christ. 

Titus 2:15 Tell them these things. Encourage and rebuke with full authority. Let no one disregard or 

despise you [conduct yourself and your teaching so as to command respect]. (AMP).  

Mark16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord was working with them and 

confirming the word by the signs that followed.  (AMP). 

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is tested and refined [like silver]; He is a shield to those who trust 

and take refuge in Him. (AMP). 

The Word of God can be sent to heal people  

Psalm 107:20 He sent His word and healed them, And rescued them from their destruction. (AMP). 

His Word is forever and ever and will remain faithful to those that abide in the Word (Him) and 

speak it. 

Psalm 119:89 Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven [standing firm and unchangeable].  

(AMP). 

Spiritual Authority in the Holy Spirit 

Jesus said, 

John 16:13-15 But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth [full and 

complete truth]. For He will not speak on His own initiative, but He will speak whatever He hears 

[from the Father—the message regarding the Son], and He will disclose to you what is to come [in the 

future].  He will glorify and honor Me, because He (the Holy Spirit) will take from what is Mine and will 

disclose it to you.  All things that the Father has are Mine. Because of this I said that He [the Spirit] 

will take from what is Mine and will reveal it to you.  (AMP). 



Who is the truth? 

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “[a]I am the [only] Way [to God] and the [real] Truth and the [real] Life; 

no one comes to the Father but through Me.  (AMP) 

John 14:16-17 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another [a]Helper (Comforter, 

Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, Strengthener, Standby), to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of 

Truth, whom the world cannot receive [and take to its heart] because it does not see Him or know Him, 

but you know Him because He (the Holy Spirit) remains with you continually and will be in you. 

(AMP). 

Jesus said I will give you another Comforter, another means; in addition to, similar or equal to. 

Jesus was saying, “If I am with you now, I will be with you forever”.  The Holy Spirit came to dwell 

in us forever so that we can continually develop a relationship with the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit will reveal to us everything that Jesus said and taught. 

John 14:26 But the [a] Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, Strengthener, Standby), 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name [in My place, to represent Me and act on My 

behalf], He will teach you all things. And He will help you remember everything that I have told you.  

(AMP). 

The same authority that Jesus had is in us through His Holy Spirit that lives in us. Jesus said, 

John 14:12 I assure you and most solemnly say to you, anyone who believes in Me [as Savior] will 

also do the things that I do; and he will do even greater things than these [in extent and outreach], 

because I am going to the Father. (AMP). 
 

As we know, there is a battle going on in the spiritual realm, and it is not a natural battle. The real 

battle is not over land, oil, political positions or the keys to the stock market. The real battle is over 

authority in the spirit between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness.  

Ephesians 6:10-12 In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [draw your strength from Him and be 

empowered through your union with Him] and in the power of His [boundless] might.  Put on the full 

armor of God [for His precepts are like the splendid armor of a heavily-armed soldier], so that you may 

be able to [successfully] stand up against all the schemes and the strategies and the deceits of the 

devil.   For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but 

against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places.  (AMP). 

This is why Jesus said, “It is important that I go to my Father because if I do not go then the Holy 

Spirit (Counselor) would not come but if I go, I will send him to you”. Jesus received all power in 

heaven and in earth. 

Matthew 28:18 Jesus came up and said to them, “All authority (all power of absolute rule) in heaven 

and on earth has been given to Me.  Remember what Jesus said in  



John16:15-16 that the Holy Spirit will take from what is of Jesus and will reveal it to us. He will 

glorify and honor Me, because He (the Holy Spirit) will take from what is Mine and will disclose it to 

you.  All things that the Father has are Mine. Because of this I said that He [the Spirit] will take from 

what is Mine and will reveal it to you.  (AMP). 

The Holy Spirit has the same power and authority as Jesus and He is the only one that can be in 

every place in heaven and in the earth at the same time and … in every believer’s heart that is born 

of God at the same time too (Omnipresent, Omniscient) and. Without the Spirit of God we would not 

be able to overcome the attacks of the devil.    

1 John 5:4-8 For [a]everyone born of God is victorious and overcomes the world; and this is the 

victory that has conquered and overcome the world—our [continuing, persistent] faith [in Jesus the 

Son of God].  Who is the one who is victorious and overcomes the world? It is the one who believes 

and recognizes the fact that Jesus is the Son of God.  This is He who came through water and blood 

[His baptism and death], Jesus Christ—not by the water only, but by the water and the blood. It is the 

[Holy] Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. [He is the essence and origin of truth itself.]  

For there are three witnesses:  the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three are in 

agreement [their testimony is perfectly consistent].  (AMP). 

Jesus received all authority in heaven and in earth, then he delegated (His authority) first to the 12 

disciples 

Luke 9:1 Now Jesus called together the twelve [disciples] and gave them [the right to exercise] power 

and authority over all the demons and to heal diseases.  (AMP). 

The same authority is for every believer who is born of God, confesses Jesus as his Lord and Savior 

and receives the promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit. 

Spiritual Authority in the Name of Jesus 

There is a beautiful song, titled, “There is something about that Name” by Gloria and Bill Gaither. 

Here are the lyrics: 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus 
There is something about that Name 
Master, Savior, Jesus 
Like the fragrance after rain 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus 
Let all Heaven and Earth proclaim 
Kings and kingdoms will all pass away 
But there’s something about that Name 

There is something about the Name of Jesus that causes the greatest emotions in people’s lives: 

hope, expectations, animosity, joy, happiness, anger, arguments and controversy around the world 

in every level of society. His Name is above all names  

Philippians 2:9 For this reason also [because He obeyed and so completely humbled Himself], God 

has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name which is above every name.  (AMP) 

In His Name there is power and authority when we humble ourselves before the Lord. Let’s read on 

to the next verse 



Philippians 2:10 so that at the Name of Jesus [every knee shall bow [in submission], of those who 

are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, (AMP). 

The Name of Jesus is above all names, whether it is in sickness, a family situation, a financial 

situation, an addiction, or any kind of captivity, Jesus has a Name that goes far beyond any human 

power or any power of darkness. His Name is above all names!  

Ephesians 1:20-21 which He [a]produced in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated 

Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion [whether angelic or human], and [far above] every name that is named [above every title that 

can be conferred], not only in this age and world but also in the one to come.  (AMP). 

The Name of Jesus protects us, keep us from evil while we are in the world, as Jesus protected the 

ones He was given. 

John 17:11-12 I am no longer in the world; yet they are still in the world, and I am coming to You. 

Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, so that they may be one 

just as We are.  While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; 

and I guarded them and protected them, and not one of them was lost except [a]the son of destruction, 

so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.  (AMP). 

In His Name demons are subdued and cast out and in His Name the sick are healed.  

Luke 10:17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

name.” 

Mark 16:17 These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out 

demons, they will speak in new tongues; 

Acts 3:6 But Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have; but what I do have I give to you: In the name 

(authority, power) of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—[begin now to] walk and go on walking!” 

Notice that the authority is in the Name of Jesus.  To use Jesus’s authority through His Name is 

quite an honor! Like being able to go to a bank to withdraw unlimited money on behalf of a wealthy 

man! There is something about that Name, JESUS! 
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Understanding and Activating Spiritual Authority 
UNDERSTANDING SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY 

 Rev. Chidiogo Ezennaya Ph.D 
Aba, Abia State, Nigeria 

 
All spiritual authority has its basis in God and is received from God. It cannot be taken but only 

received as God gives it to us. Jesus did not take authority but received it from the Father. 
(Matthew 28:18). 

  
Spiritual authority is derived from our relationship with the Lord and the work that we are called to 
in Him. All authority relates to responsibility. Spiritual authority seeks to serve others and never 
seeks to exercise authority over people. 
  
Application of Spiritual Authority 
The crucial aspect of spiritual authority is how it is applied within the Church. Jesus repeatedly 
expressed authority in terms of example, responsibility, and function by using the picture of 
shepherds and sheep. Shepherds lead sheep by going in front, never by driving them from behind. 

 
We think of “being in charge” as having the authority to order people around. This is not the way 
Jesus thought of “being in charge”, (Luke 12:42; 1 Thess 5:12; 1 Tim 5:17) 
 
The word translated as rule means “to go in front”, “lead”. This word is also translated as “manage”. 
The one who goes in front is to be our example as we look at their conduct and faith. (Hebrews 13:7) 
 
The overseers or elders of the Church go before the people to lead by example and conduct in order 
to provide instruction and manage the flock. They are held accountable by the Lord for how they 
perform these functions. We are to submit to the Lord in them and obey His instructions through 
them as they walk in governmental authority.  
 
Authority over what? 
When Jesus sent them out in pairs, He gave very specific authority to them. (Luke 9:1-2). It is clear: 
authority over all demons and to heal disease. And, the purpose for which the authority was given 
is also very clear: to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to perform healing. They were given authority 
by Jesus to proclaim and to perform the purposes of the King. 
  
“Direct Authority” and “Delegated Authority” 
We have confused "direct authority" with "delegated authority". By direct authority, I mean our 
access to God as priests. We have direct access by the Blood of Jesus. We petition God and He 
answers. We have the right to use the Name of Jesus. We even receive revelation directly. 
  
However, this doesn't mean that as we mature, we have no need of anyone else. God doesn't intend 
that we always receive from Him directly; but teaches us our need of each other by bringing His 
word to us through some of His servants. The attitude with which we receive God's representatives 
is also applied to the way we receive God. He says that the way we treat His delegated authority is 

the way we treat Him. 
 
The Principle of Authority 
God's authority represents God Himself; whereas, His power represents His acts. You can't have 
authority without being under authority. Authority flows from the Throne of God to His creation in 
an orderly manner. (Matthew 8:7-10) 
 
The Centurion recognized that Jesus walked in spiritual authority. That was why Jesus had only to 
speak the word and He would be obeyed. The Centurion understood this because, he too, walked in 
governmental authority and could, by a word, direct those for whom he was responsible. 



  
When the Centurion said that he was “a man under authority”, he meant that he derived his 
authority from the government that he served. He didn't have authority because he was under an 
army commander. He had authority because he was part of the government's army. Had he left the 
army, none of those of whom he spoke would obey him anymore because he no longer had any 
governmental authority. 
 
To exercise authority one must have the right to do so. To attempt to exercise authority without 
having the right to do it makes it illegitimate authority and puts it in the category of the world and 
the principle of Satan. 
 
Another example of having authority when under governmental authority is Adam. God placed 
Adam under His authority and gave him a commandment (law) that he might learn obedience: "Do 
not eat of the tree in the midst of the Garden." Then, God gave Adam dominion (authority) over all of 
the created things. As long as Adam remained obedient under authority, he had governmental 
authority over everything else. When he sinned (disobeyed), he came out from under God's authority 
and lost his governmental authority over the created things. 
 
God built into Adam the desire and ability to rule. However, He didn't intend for Adam to rule 
without Him but that he would rule as His delegate in the earth. Adam's rule over the living things 
on the earth would flow from his fellowship with God and understanding of His purposes. 
 
When Adam fell, the desire to rule was still inherent in him, however, he lost the ability to rule in a 
godly manner. This is what he passed to the generations that followed. 
 
There was also another aspect of Adam's rulership. Because he ruled before the fall as a delegate of 
God, there is also inherent in Adam's descendants the need to be ruled as God ruled Adam. 
 
The Principle of Satan 
By the principle of Satan authority is taken rather than given. This is because it is exercised 
without the fellowship of God. 
 
Pride caused Lucifer to desire to usurp God's authority—to ascend to His Throne. This is Satan's 
Primary Principle—stand against God's authority (resist). 
It is pride within us that causes us to harbor within our hearts this same principle of Satan. Yet, 
the scriptures say that "God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble" (1 Peter 5:5). If we 
"stand against God's authority", God "stands against us". However, Jesus showed us how to "stand 
under God's authority" (submit). (Philippians 2:5-8) 
 
Another way that the principle of Satan is manifested in us is in our desire to find fault. We try to 
find fault with the authority over us so that we won't have to submit. 
  
Disorder in Disobedience to Spiritual Authority 
To serve without orders, in disobedience to authority, will result in God's judgment. Nadab and 
Abihu offered "strange fire" (unauthorized fire) to the Lord. Because they lacked understanding 
about God's delegated authority, they suffered the consequences. (Leviticus 10:1-2) 
 
Rebelling against Spiritual Authority 
God heard the grumbling of Miriam and brought judgment immediately, (Numbers 12:1-2). The 
scripture says that "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks". When this touches God's 
authority (delegated or otherwise), it produces trouble for us. 
  
God’s presence left the tent of meeting and Miriam's leprosy caused her to be cut off from the 
congregation for 7 days and the people had to wait until this rebellion issue was cleared before they 
could move on. 



Even though Miriam spoke too much, she didn't let her mouth overload her the way Korah did. He 
went beyond rebellion and also reviled the Lord's authority. (Numbers 16:1-3; 8-11; 12-14; 28-33) 
  
God and His delegated authority are inseparable. You can't reject God's representative on the one 
hand and receive God on the other. God’s jealousy protects His authority. 10 times the children 
of Israel tempted God; 5 times they disbelieved Him; yet God forebore and forgave. But, for this 
rebellion, God came to judge. 
 
They went alive into the pit (Sheol, hell). Even though the gates of hell shall not prevail against the 
Church, a rebellious spirit can open the gates of hell. 
 
King David, a man after the Lord's own heart, exemplifies the proper attitude toward God's 
authority. Saul disobeyed the commandment of the Lord in the matter of King Agag and, as a 
consequence was rejected by God as king. David is then anointed king by Samuel. 
 
Saul seeks to kill David because he knows that David is to be the new king. What is David to do? 
Should he take matters into his own hand and remove Saul? (1 Samuel 24:3-7) 
 
David refused to act in rebellion. He refused to raise his hand against the Lord's anointed. Even 
cutting off the hem of the skirt caused guilt. Later, another test was offered to David. (1 Samuel 
26:8-11) 
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What a strange thing to say - that you can fight when you are not fighting.  How is that even 
possible? Yet because God's ways are higher and different than our ways (Isaiah 55:9), it is entirely 
possible to be fighting and wearing out our enemy when we are engaged in the actual opposite spirit 
from war, to that of peace.  Yes operating in peace can be one of our greatest instruments of war. It 
is a way to wage war against the enemy of our soul that does not make us weary in well doing. 
 
In order to understand this, we first have to be reminded of some scriptures that speak to us of the 
truth of God’s ways.. 
 
(AMP) Col.3:15 And let the peace (soul harmony which comes) from Christ rule (act as umpire 

continually) in your hearts [deciding and settling with finality all questions that arise in 

your minds, in that peaceful state] to which as [members of Christ’s] one body you were also 
called [to live]. And be thankful (appreciative), [giving praise to God always]. 

 
What this scripture is telling us is that when peace rules in our heart and spirit, it does so as an 
umpire does in a ball game.  The umpire will take a look at the way the ball is moving and the area 
that it is traveling across and declare whether it is within the limit of connecting to/dealing with or 
in an area that is out of bounds. This ruling let’s everyone know when the ball is not to be bothered 
with or if it should be engaged.  The umpire has the keen eye to be able to distinguish when the ball 
is just inside/outside of the boundaries and thus calls out "strike" or "ball". His call helps the one 
engaged in the game to adjust their perceptions accordingly.  Peace does that for us if we listen with 
our heart to what the Umpire (peace by the Holy Spirit) is calling out for us. Peace can keep us from 
striking out. Peace can keep us from attempting to engage the ball when it really should be ignored 
and let pass us by. 
 
Peace becomes the "guard rails" you might say, to help us stay on the road of destiny that God has 
called us to travel.  When we trust the Umpire’s judgment and rulings on how things are coming at 
us, we are able to adjust how we take our position/stance … so that we can hit a winning run going 
forward with great abandonment or, with peace allow the ruling to "walk" us to the next stopping 
point in the game … and rest until the next time we are to move forward. This is how we can 
actually be engaged in warfare and yet be at rest.  With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can 
know if we need to engage the enemy’s game and try to take out what he is sending our way or we 
can ignore what is coming at us and be at peace and rest. 
 
(NKJV) 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace there 
will be no end.   

 
Here we are told that Jesus, Who is the Prince of Peace, has a government that is operated by peace 
as well.  So as children of God, we can live a life time in the Kingdom of God totally in the operation 
of peace, where life and all that it brings our way must operate by the Umpire’s rules of peace. That 
means that when life tries to throw us a "curve ball" with circumstances that are bringing chaos, 
turmoil, intimidation, fear etc. we can retreat into the King’s dominion where peace rules and all is 
safe. Proverbs 18:10 (NKJV) 10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to 
it and are safe.  

 
When we can live and operate within the boundaries of the Kingdom where peace rules and 
operates, then we can operate and drive our road of destiny without worry, anxiety or fear.  We can 
operate with the assurance of the Umpire’s rulings and not be deceived by what appears to be going 



on around us, but live and move and have our being in total confidence and rest. Only when the 
King of the Kingdom declares we are to engage the enemy do we take the fighting position.  When 
we do go into battle at the direction of the Holy Spirit, we will know that we are part of the winning 
army and that our King, unlike David (2 Sam. 11:1) always goes with us because Jesus said “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 

 
Operating in this peace brings us into a position where we live every moment of our life free of 
worry.  That will include times when we feel the heat of the battle upon us.  In the Kingdom of God; 
where peace reigns, there is a place of rest and refuge that prevents the threats of the enemy to 
engage us in his warfare tactics. We can literally be hidden from the enemies that come against us 
and rest in the protection of the God of Peace.  The enemy is not able to engage us in battles 
designed to defeat us, tire us or trick us into giving up our place of security and protection. 
 
Psalms 91:1-10 (NKJV) 1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my 

fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.” 3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the 

fowler And from the perilous pestilence. 4 He shall cover you with His feathers, And under 
His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. 5 You shall not 

be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 6 Nor of the pestilence 
that walks in darkness, 

Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, And 

ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall not come near you. 8 Only with your eyes 
shall you look, And see the reward of the wicked. 9 Because you have made the Lord, who is 

my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place, 10 No evil shall befall you, Nor shall 
any plague come near your dwelling;  
 
Psalm 61:2-3 (NKJV) When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I.  For You have been a shelter for me, A strong tower from the enemy.  

 
This place of rest and peace that we can withdraw to, in the times of great warfare and battles by 
the enemy, allows us to become at rest and peace first in our own internal struggles. All that is 
going on in the natural may look one way, but God's truth and word is telling us something 
different.  This is where we yield our inner man to the ruling of the Umpire of our heart in order to 
know what we need to do.  Do we rest and not take a swing at what is coming at us, and walk 
forward to our next location … or do we firmly plant our feet, get into the stance needed to take a 
swing, and with the eye of understanding, knowing when to fight, knock what is coming at us out of 
"the park"? 
 
One of the greatest examples of this truth of rest and peace being the Umpire of our heart is found 
in Psalm 23.   Psalm 23:5 (NKJV) 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies.   

 
Think about what this statement is saying … that God chooses to stop and set up an intimate 
dinner setting for us even though our enemies are all around us, even in warfare mode.  Can you 
picture it … just you and the Lord sitting down to a heavenly dinner, right in the middle of battle?  
The enemy can't engage us.  The enemy can't attack us.  The enemy can't get us to see the giants of 
intimidation because there is a place of rest and peace which the Lord sets for us.  As we sit across 
from Him, gazing intimately into His eyes, listening attentively to the love language He is speaking 
to us, our attention is only on Him.  “What gets your attention will get you” is a gem of truth that 
Pastor Willard Jarvis used to say. The timing of the dinner is God's choice.  The duration of the 
dinner is also God's choice.  The enemy cannot fight us while we are sitting at His table in His 
presence.  He can only wait until we leave His presence.  But if we take days to enjoy this intimate 
place, the enemy must wait.  Can you image wearing out the enemy, causing him to actually retreat 
to another battle, or time and place, because we will not leave this place of rest and peace dining 



with the Lord?  We can ask for more wine, we can ask for another great dessert or another helping 
of the meat He is serving up.  This is how we fight without fighting.   
 
Jesus, Who is our example, spent very little time in confrontation with the devil. His three years of 
public ministry were spent in the place of rest, peace and dining with the Father.  All of His days 
and nights were filled with looking into the eyes of the Father, listening to the Holy Spirit Umpire 
directing Him how to proceed.  The only time that we see the Lord engaging with the enemy 
(Matthew 4, Luke 4), led by the Holy Spirit into an encounter with the enemy, for the sole purpose 
of defeating the battles (lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life) that the enemy was 
wanting to engage Jesus in. 
 
Luke 4:13 (NKJV) 13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him 
until an opportune time.  
 
This tells us that the devil was defeated when Jesus operated from a place of rest and peace in God 
and His word.  The devil knew that he would not be successful unless he could get Jesus to engage 
in battle while in a state of unrest and a place of lost peace.   
Jesus knew that the devil was going to attempt to re-engage Him at the end of His life.  
 
Luke 22:53 (ESV) 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 

hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”  John 14:30 (ESV) 30 I will 

no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me".  
 
By these declarations it’s apparent Jesus knew that the enemy wanted to wage war against Him 
again.  This time in the Garden, as Jesus agonized over the physical and spiritual cost to engage in 
the war for our souls.  But Jesus came to a place of rest and peace in the Garden as He submitted 
into the will of His Father.  Jesus heard the Umpire’s ruling, that what was coming His way was a 
legitimate "ball" and that He needed to squarely take His stance and hit a home run. 
 
There are times that we as His followers have to firmly plant our feet, square our shoulders, lift our 
head up and take on what is coming our way.  But most often, instead of engaging in the fight, we 
can withdraw into the place of rest and peace. The Umpire tells us to ignore what is being thrown 
our way and to wait and “walk” to the next location we are to go to.  Other times we are invited to sit 
and dine with Jesus and ignore the threats and battle plans of the enemy.  Peace can become our 
greatest weapon and strategy.  Since Jesus is our perfect example of living the Christian life, we can 
see from His life that the times of true encounters of spiritual warfare are very few compared to the 
times of living in rest and peace. Unfortunately, we have often been tricked by the enemy to strike 
and try to engage what is being thrown our way.  It does not make natural sense to shift into rest 
and peace when life goes crazy around us.  The natural reaction is to do something to make it stop.  
But too many times we take on battles that we are not to engage in.  We need to learn this lesson of 
rest and peace. 
 
Perhaps it is time to consider how quickly you jump into battle. How often do you take swings at 
things that you really should just let go by … and walk on to your next location?  Often we let our 
perceptions of what is coming at us distort the truth of reality and we "strike-out" and have to sit 
out of the game for a season. Take a look at the verse right before the one in Psalm 23:5 … 
 
Psalm 23:4 (NKJV) 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  
 
Life's journey will take us through many valley's that have the "shadow" of death upon them.  
Places the enemy sets up along our path to trip us up, to intimidate us with fear of death: physical, 
dreams, loved ones, finances, suffering or pain. Yet we are told that we do not have to fear the evil 
at all.  Why?  Because rest and peace in God and our intimate relationship with Him can give us the 
place of refuge and peace until the "storms of life" pass over. This passage also tells us that we have 



the Presence of God with us all along the way and God carries in one Hand a rod (Hebrew = a stick 
for writing, walking, fighting, punishing).  This rod is not to punish us but to deal with the enemy 
and his tactics against us in the place of the shadow of death and intimidation.  With this rod, God 
will write decrees on our behalf, to give us favor with Himself and man.  With the rod He can help 
us walk, as a walking stick heps, so that if the road is slippery or rocky, our footing is made secure.  
This rod can fight off the enemy for us or come down as a rod of punishment upon the head of the 
enemy.  In His other hand, God has a staff.  The Hebrew for that word is also a walking stick but 
with the understanding of support of every kind needed, for any situation. 
 
Another important reason that we should fight with rest and peace is in the area of faith.  
Connecting to faith comes when we are able to be at rest and peace.  Faith is what is required to 
please God – Heb 11:6.  Faith is the “substance of the things that we are hoping and longing 
for, the very evidence/title deeds to things not yet seen” – Heb 11:1. 
 
It is always the things that are not yet seen that bring our miracles, breakthroughs and 
deliverances.  With this faith we are able to come into agreement with God and His will and purpose 
for us. Faith is not an intellectual power muscle that we flex to get what we want.  We can recite 
verses, make declarations, do acts such as march around the building 7 times.  These actions do 
not make up faith.  They can be activities that we do as a result of faith but by themselves they 
have no spiritual power.  They may have worked for others but that does not make them rods of 
power like that of Moses, for us to pick up. 
 
Faith comes from the Spirit of God as He dwells in our hearts richly.  This place of intimacy and 
communion (just like the times of sitting at the dining table in the midst of the enemies) is where 
our hearts come into the oneness of His.  In this oneness our being/spirit man begins to be in 
harmony with Him and from that harmony and place of rest and peace, we are given the faith and 
the strategies to know how to engage the enemy.  Only in this place of harmony with God do our 
hearts reign over our intellect, mind, emotions and will.  This place of rest and peace renews our 
mind and transforms our entire mode of operation and thinking, setting into place faith and the 
strategies that come with it for the governing of our actions. 
 
“By faith we understand” – Heb 11:3. 
 
When we understand what is really going on (truth) - not what the enemy tries to get us to believe 
(lies) - and what His words are telling us to do, we are able to navigate a clear path (Psalm 119:105) 
through the ranks of the enemy avoiding mines and detection.  He becomes our light and His light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot comprehend it or overcome that light.  Light is 
always more powerful than darkness. 
 
Truly operating in times of war with peace and rest can be the greatest weapons we have.  Living life 
with peace as our Umpire in all situations keeps us in the place of winning our game of life.  We can 
rest in the love that the Father has for us.  We can know that His thoughts towards us are “of 
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope” – Jer. 29:11. We never need to worry 
about defeat.  Even when we come into difficult places, such as Joseph when sold into slavery, 
David in the wilderness, John the Baptist in prison, or Paul in prison, we can be at rest and peace 
in the presence of the enemy.  We can continue in rest and peace in the midst of the hardships, 
knowing that “all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose” – Rom. 8:28.  The working of God will advance the Kingdom and 
will take us on to our next location/base here or in Heaven. 
 
Certainly, who would want to be weary?  Let’s choose to live life to the fullest, in rest and peace and 
fight the enemy without fighting him at all. 
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The book of Nehemiah is a type and shadow of the workings of the Holy Spirit. As we discover that 

God was doing far more through Nehemiah and His people than rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, 

we find there is much for us to learn about understanding spiritual warfare.  It reveals the work 

God accomplishes in our lives, by His Holy Spirit, to free us from the bondage of the enemy, of our 

own false beliefs, and faulty thinking. 

As we approach this teaching from Nehemiah let us each know this: I must recognize that God is 

actively rebuilding my personality; my soul is being brought into total recovery so that I might be 

able to tell the difference between imagination, falsehood and what real truth is; to strengthen my 

God given personality. 

The Holy Spirit applies truth like a healing balm.  He reveals that the answers to life’s dilemmas do 

not come from the opinions of the World. Most warfare issues take place within our human 

personality. We learn we cannot “self-medicate” into wellness … IE “I just need to try harder and 

then” … “If I could just get and then” … “Everything will be OK after I” … 

The enemy has an on-going ANTI-HOPE campaign, working against God’s truth … Truth that He is 

the Fountain Head of all life, of all that is good, right, pure, and true.  

In the book of Nehemiah we will discover reasons the Holy Spirit draws us to Himself and discover 

the awesomeness of what Christ accomplished on the Cross. The first thing we discover about 

Nehemiah is his name … 

 Neh 1:1 The words of Nehemiah … His name means “God comforts”  

We find Nehemiah describing a conversation he has with one of his relatives, Hanani,  who had just 

returned from Jerusalem. The year was 446; 90 years had passed since                                                

50,000 Hebrews were released from Babylonian captivity by Cyrus, who the Babylonian conquer 

and ruler at the time of their release.  

Led by Zerubbable, they returned to Jerusalem after 70 years of captivity, (foretold by the Lord’s 

prophet, Jeremiah). These were the children and grandchildren of those exiled during the conquest 

and destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzer, the ruler of Babylon at that time. He had wanted 

to break their spirit by removing them from their homeland and immersing them into a Babylonian 

culture, in an attempt to destroy their identity with the God Jehovah. 

In our personal lives the enemy attempts to take captive our thinking and assimilate us into an 

ungodly culture … he tries to remove and destroy our identity with Jesus and the Holy Spirit, 

attempting to pollute our will through his ANTI-HOPE campaign. To stand against his efforts we 

need the Holy Spirit; as our Provider, Protector, Teacher, Comforter … the Indwelling Holy Spirit is 

the One Who leads us.  

If we deny the Holy Spirit we operate at a disadvantage, having to rely on our own understanding … 

Nehemiah teaches us there is One Who can open doors that seem impossible to open and close 

doors that need to be closed. 



There is a powerful false god that plagues man with the self-absorbing idea that he can have things 

his way … that he deserves to get whatever he pursues … the idea of self-comfort, choosing only 

what satisfies his flesh. So Nehemiah could have ignored the pounding of his heart and stayed 

content in himself. But, he was moved to grief and tears. Something more than concern was 

working within him … 

Neh 1:3 & 4 They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in 
great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned 
with fire." When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven”. 

  
He hears his brethren are in “distress and reproach” distress means “misery and injury” [Raah] it is 

another word for “evil” Reproach [cherpah] simply means they were embarrassed by their 

circumstances, disgraced and living with shame.  

As we recall personal circumstances we have experienced, surely we can relate to their condition. 

We too have needed to call upon a Redeemer to take our reproach away ... He Who has the 

authority of the Universe at His disposal … And He has answered our prayers for help with the 

personhood of Himself; Whom we call the Holy Spirit, the Holy Wind or Holy Breath.  

The Spirit doesn’t just stroke us and say, “It’s going to be OK”, but He brings us to an open Heaven 

where Truth is Applied, truth that sets us free from distress and reproach. Without the Holy Spirit 

there can be no application of accurate Kingdom truth. Listen to these words of Jesus….. 

Joh 14:16 & 17 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you 
forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or 
know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  

 

As Nehemiah’s life exemplifies, the Holy Spirit is with us for the long haul … 

Nehemiah is a picture of the ultimate intercessor who has accepted the burden of concern … He 

provides a strategy for success, by identifying the tactics of the Kingdom of darkness. 

Neh 1:5-7 I said, "I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God,     who 

preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His 

commandments, let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your 

servant which I am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your 

servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You; I and my 

father's house have sinned. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the 

commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant 

Moses”.  

This portion of his prayer: “I beseech You” is a cry for action NOW! It could be described as a plea 

to, “Love me and Love me right now!” He is asking for attention, because there is pain and hurt 

involved, and there is no one else who can bring the relief that Nehemiah is crying out for. 

Nehemiah is confessing for the sins of the “Sons of Israel”, almost like a reminder to God of who 

these people are, and why He needs to act. Nehemiah is including himself as one who has fallen 

short.  

A good place to start any journey on behalf of the Kingdom is to examine yourself … Get yourself 

right then you can help others get right. 



Psa_139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;  

In thirteen chapters of Nehemiah we find seventeen prayers that give us insight into how the Holy 

Spirit wants to assist in securing our spiritual freedom. 

Neh 1:11  "O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the 

prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant successful 

today and grant him compassion before this man." Now I was the cupbearer to the king.  

Nehemiah wants God to move … like we do ... But he is not trying to change God’s Mind or convince 

Him to do things his way … but is looking for God to show the way. Nehemiah repents for any sins 

and repeats God’s own words of promise … Might God have been waiting for Nehemiah to listen and 

hear, to feel his own burden; to align the burden of his heart with His own will? 

Might God wait upon us in the same way?   To sense and confirm the sincerity and commitment of 

our hearts, and align our burdens to be in agreement with His will?  

Prayer is not only a time of petition and worship but a time to learn about the personhood of God, 

to touch His heart, His nature … a time to discover His will and to allow our nature to infuse with 

His nature. We all want our prayers to be answered. In rebuilding the wall of our soul, our thinking 

should begin with agreement in prayer. We find healing by discovering ourselves, our true motives, 

our true thoughts, our true fears and true desires. 

God desires us to understand Who He is … not only understand, but have confidence in Him, in His 

sufficiency to meet the need we are praying for. He desires for us to understand the covenant of 

Mercy He has with us … In this covenant He is incapable of rejecting us, He is incapable of turning 

His ear from us, He is incapable of not moving on our behalf. 

Why? Because in His Son He has bonded Himself to us, in a relationship that cannot be destroyed. 

A soul that understands who they are in Christ is a formidable force that darkness fears! 

Just as Jerusalem had ten gates into the city, and each represented a different function … so there 

are gates of entry in our lives; the walls of our human personality that the enemy of our soul knows 

how to breach and create havoc. … Each of the gates of Jerusalem could represent a different inflow 

into our personal lives … each must be restored … But there will be opposition. 

Neh 2:9-11 Then I came to the governors of the provinces beyond the River and gave them the king's 
letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. When Sanballat the 
Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, it was very displeasing to them that 
someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of Israel. So I came to Jerusalem and was 
there three days.  

 

These men were the provincial authorities and were annoyed and opposed to anyone who would 

take up the cause of the nation of Israel. They had no interest in the well- being of Israel. 

Previously, because of Sanballat’s and Tobiah’s control, nothing could happen in the region without 

their approval. 

But, that control was overruled through Nehemiah’s letters of approval and the King’s guard.  

 Nehemiah secured the time, letters of authority, resources and protection … As our example of how 

the H.S. works in our own lives, giving us … the time we need to be healed … authority (or special 



edict) to secure the right of passage, Our letter of authority is our justification through the blood of 

Christ … in God’s covenant of Mercy we are given resources, and heavenly protection. 

Personal question: What effect do you think Satan has in your life or your journey?  What part do 

the forces of evil play in what the Lord has shown you to do? 

There is a place in our life which is reserved for and occupied by God’s ministering Spirits. Those 

sent out to accompany you, to stand with you and they have a specific function to carry out 

concerning your restoration. 

Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  

 

We must know the truth of God’s presence working in our lives, regardless of what the enemy’s 

trying to launch against us … We are never alone! 

Sanballat is a type of Satan, determined to see Nehemiah’s failure … committed to keep his grip on 

those he has captured and ensnared through manipulation and control. 

Nehemiah is going into the enemy’s territory … into the lair of demons and evil intent … GOD PUT 

HIM IN HARM’S WAY! BUT HE WAS NOT ALONE, AS NEVER ARE WE! 

This portion of the story reveals not only a picture of the tenderness of the Holy Spirit, but also how 

He confronts evil on our behalf ... advancing the recovery process with a planned strategy. 

The Holy Spirit helps us to withstand the attacks of the enemy … not to stop the assault but to 

stand up to it and defeat it. He says to us, “I have time, resources, authority and the backing of 

heaven … let’s do this thing!” He brings us confidence to secure what God says is ours. 

The enemy Nehemiah faced was a liar, an invoker of fear, he used depression and doubt as weapons 

to discourage and defeat. His intent was to inflict the heart and mind with evil … the same as we 

face today with the enemy of our souls. 

Nehemiah shows us that we have a right to be justified in what we are doing … and every right to 

remove our oppressor. Though we are sometimes put in harm’s way we will always have the 

resource and support of Heaven to secure the victory! 

God intends us to discover and understand; “Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom” 

Freedom to do what HE has for us to do, not what WE want to do. Freedom from captivity, 

oppression, fear and every sort of infliction. Through His Holy Spirit, God has given us the ability to 

learn to discern evil and live free, how to repair what has been damaged by sin. 

Neh 2:10  When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, it was very 

displeasing to them that someone had come to seek the welfare of the sons of Israel. 

[Displeasing is to be evil and bad] 

They were upset that the king would send someone to help on behalf of the people. This reveals 

their personalities … selfish, controlling, and insecure.  They would oppress the people by rendering 

burdensome taxes upon them, by laws intended to keep those they were given charge over 

oppressed and broken. 

This is a clear picture of evil and its intent to corrupt what should be good….  



Satan’s realm does not work well together ... The world would want to believe that everything wrong 

and unlucky, hurtful or bad originates with him … however; the truth is that our own bad decisions 

play a part. Yet we are to recognize his personality when demonic forces are working against us. 

Sanballat and his friends are an example of a struggle occurring much like we would encounter 

from a demonic force.  

Sanballat and Tobiah did all they could to frustrate the plan of the Lord, they attacked, attempted 

to undermine, tried to sow discord, discontentment and fear; even attempted murder. They would 

stop at nothing to stop the work of God. 

The word of God says we should expect opposition … 

2Co 2:11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his 

schemes.  

In this portion of Nehemiah we can glean how we are to identify the operation of the enemy and how 

to implement a godly strategy against it …     

Neh 4:1 & 3 Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he 
became furious and very angry and mocked the Jews. He spoke in the presence of his brothers 
and the wealthy men of Samaria and said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Are they going to 
restore it for themselves? Can they offer sacrifices? Can they finish in a day? Can they revive the 
stones from the dusty rubble even the burned ones?" Now Tobiah the Ammonite was near him 
and he said, "Even what they are building--if a fox should jump on it, he would break their stone 
wall down!"  

 

The ANTI-HOPE campaign of the enemy is motivated to ensure we are as miserable as possible. 

Why? Because miserable people have little hope, and are never a threat to advance the Kingdom of 

God. The opposition tries to convince us that we’re victims. There is an exploitation of sin at every 

opportunity … Satan knows his authority over us is non-existent, it was lost with Christ’s entry into 

our lives; His residence within our personhood cannot be removed or corrupted. Christ will never 

retreat from us, He will never disown us, He will never permit the forces of darkness to occupy us. 

Yet the enemy does his best to intimidate us … We don’t have to fight the battle, but reign and rule 

as over-comers! 

We are being taught how to recognize the enemy’s strategies, through the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Like in Nehemiah’s day there will be attempts to obstruct the work of our restoration. In these first 

verses we can identify a style of opposition to expect after the Spirit begins His work. We cannot 

afford to just make Heaven the object of our destination and ignore the challenges of this life … that 

would be submitting to unnecessary torment.  

We must be able to recognize the Kingdom of God working NOW ... Not in the future but NOW … 

Kingdom change has to be embraced. 

In the Fourth chapter of Nehemiah the confrontation with Sanballat is different from the first 

confrontation, because there is urgency on Sanballat’s part … 

Neh 4:1 Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became 
furious and very angry and mocked the Jews. 

  



Angry, indignant, mocking voices with an aggressive attitude, with the attempt to stir up fear … 

maybe you have heard them say, “You’re going to run out of money” ... “Illness is going to develop in 

you” … “You need to learn to live a life of loss”… 

Rev 12:12 "For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the 
sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a 
short time."  

 

When the Holy Spirit begins to work in people groups and nations by drawing them into unity the 

enemy is furious because his hold is weakening. This is true in our personal lives as well ...  Listen 

to this from the book of Daniel … 

Dan 7:25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, 

and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; He speaks as if he were God” 

We have seen Satan at work, affecting nations and groups of people, pitting nation against nation 

and people groups against one another. In the USA we see Satan’s intention to weaken us as a 

people by altering laws, challenging Kingdom values in personal lives, in the home and family … 

altering laws to encourage moral decay.  

Neh 4:2 He spoke in the presence of his brothers and the wealthy men of Samaria and    said, 

"What are these feeble Jews doing? 

There are 5 distinct strategies of the enemy to recognize; designed to weaken Hope … 

Sanballat is pointing out that this is a political attack aimed at the wealthy trying to incite a fear of 

loss … Pointing out their weakness before his troops. Until then there had been no defenses, he 

could have dominated them at any time … and he assures his followers they are still weak…. 

One:  A tactic of evil is to remind us of what we’re not good at … we silence the enemy with 

declaration from God’s word: “When I am weak I am at my best”  

2Co 12:9-10 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am 
strong.  

 

Two: “Will they fortify themselves?”  Motives and emotions are questioned. “They’re not doing this 

for the King but for their own purpose” … In our societies spiritual darkness can sound and appear 

noble and right ... Encouraging us to follow cultural acceptance rather than Kingdom standards. 

Three: “Can they offer Godly sacrifices?” Sanballat knows that real power lies in their commitment 

to honor God. He pointed out their past commitment to God was flawed and weak … “Look at this 

rubble, and you call yourself a Christian” … In other words the enemy points out that you have 

fallen short of what being a real follower of Christ should be … Our godly strategy: respond in 

boldness in prayer, worship and fellowship … 

Four:  “Can they finish in a day” He mocks the slowness of our progress ... The impossibility of our 

recovery … “It will never get done” … Look at the words Peter stood on …  



Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Act 2:25-26 "For David says of Him, 'I SAW THE 
LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE 
SHAKEN. THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY 
FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE  

 

Five: Sanballat ridicules what we are building with…. “Will they revive the stones from the rubble?”  

God rebuilds by making all things new…. Retooling, reclaiming, restoring and recovering that which 

was lost … Jesus is in the redemption business. 

Christ Himself was born amidst the rubble of humanity…. Here is what He says … 

Luk 4:18-19 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH 

THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 

AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, TO 

PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD." 

It is important to understand our resources in prayer … Nehemiah takes the threats of his enemies 

seriously and records his strategy. This is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives: 

1. He inspires faith so that we will turn to God….. 

2. He equips and positions us against attack … By teaching us submission to the     leading of His 

Spirit. 

3. He presses us forward in the work of God within our lives and around us. 

Neh 4:10 Thus in Judah it was said, "The strength of the burden bearers is failing, Yet there is 
much rubbish; And we ourselves are unable To rebuild the wall." Rumors and hearsay, gossip 
all play into our fears…  

Neh 4:14-16 When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the 

people: "Do not be afraid of them; When our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that 

God had frustrated their plan, then all of us returned to the wall, each one to his work. From 

that day on, half of my servants carried on the work while half of them held the spears, the 

shields, the bows and the breastplates; and the captains were behind the whole house of Judah.  

The enemy wants the “Penetration of our minds”, our emotions, our will, and our ability to reason; 

in other words he wants to control the way we are making decisions. That is why God’s establishing 

faith, submission and continued knowledge of Him is so important in our lives. 

2Co 10:5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of 
God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,  

 

Speculations [log-is-mos] thoughts being considered, specifically negative ones, are to be taken 

captive … A word comes to our mind from the enemy, designed for the intent of our considering it. 

It might be speculation of loss, fear, anger, revenge, these are penetration points … We are to be 

victorious in Christ NOW for the future to be secured. 

Neh 4:13 then I stationed men in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, the exposed places 

 The Holy Spirit is very aware of our most vulnerable spots, and He stations Himself there and 

equips us with authority and power. God does not leave us exposed to harm, but gives us the 

means to enforce what He has said is ours. 



When we look at God’s message from Nehemiah we see a history of His dealings with His people. 

People like us today who have struggles and obstacles. The principles applied then are principles we 

are to apply today. There is prophetic purpose in them to benefit us. 

Neh 5:1-6 there are hindrances within the walls that need to be addressed … not sin but regarding 

cultural habits which work against us, because we have accepted them as commonplace … 

things we live with that we don’t have to … cravings, bad habits, false securities, and personal 

lies we believe about ourselves.          

Our listed goals were; restored security … restored identity in Christ … removal of shame, guilt and 

embarrassment; by accomplishing those things God sets before us … establish credibility through 

God’s plan and purposes for us, “Submission” 

If our lives were to be examined after these were initiated God’s Presence would be clearly visible. 

After the walls of our personality are rebuilt there are still issues behind the walls that will need 

attention … How we live now is just as important as the initial rebuilding efforts …  

Neh 5:1 Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers. 
      
     A great unsettling from within the wall, because of internal abuses; lack of food, financial 

hardships, forced labor, slavery … They were exploiting one another for their own gain … 
 
     No matter how good we appear externally, if there is internal strife in our personal life, or in our 

home and family, there is no way to keep it from imploding. 
 
Neh 5:7 “I consulted with myself and contended – with them” 
 
     Nehemiah turned to the truth that was within him … so we much turn to the truth that has 

been established within us. There is an aspect of the Holy Spirit that we much not take lightly … 
the Holy Spirit does not tolerate an internal lying, self-serving personality for long. He comes 
with the force of CONVICTION … An angry Nehemiah went to work! 

 
Neh 5:9 Again I said, “The thing which you are doing is not good; should you not walk in the fear of 

our God?” 
 
     As should we … Remember the Holy Spirit does not condemn, but convicts by showing us what 

is right and good. God deals with us in our righteousness, not our sin. His blood cleansed away 
all of our sin; we may not crucify Christ again … 

 
Neh 6:15&16 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 

When all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations surrounding us saw it, they lost their 
confidence; for they recognized that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. 

 

     Nehemiah’s work was not finished with the wall, but continued for 19 years, ever pressing the 
people toward God … So, pastor, leader, it is of great importance  in our lives that we remain 
faithful to see the walls rebuilt in our lives and in the lives of those God has entrusted to us … 
and then that we continue ever pressing the people toward God … knowing that, as Nehemiah, 
the Holy Spirit will enable us to subdue the enemy because he will not be able to destroy the 
handy-work of God! 
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Mark 1:22 

And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as 

the scribes.  

Excerpts From: Craddock, Fred. “As one without authority.” 
 

“Rarely, if ever, in the history of the church have so many firm periods slumped into commas and 
so many triumphant exclamation points curled into question marks.” 
 
“As a rule, younger ministers are keenly aware of the factors discussed above, and their preaching 
reflects it. Their predecessors ascended the pulpit to speak of the eternal certainties, truths etched 
forever in the granite of absolute reality, matters framed for proclamation, not for discussion. But 

where have all the absolutes gone? The old thunderbolts rust in the attic while the minister tries to 
lead the people through the morass of relativities and proximate possibilities.” 
 
“We will know power has returned to the pulpit when and where preaching effects  
transformation in the lives of people and in the structures of society.” 
 
Acts 4:7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name 

have you done this?” Albert Mohler Jr. says this is the question every preacher longs to have asked 

of him. 

 

Without an understanding and appreciation for authority, we look to unauthorized concepts and 

skills for a result that may not be authentic at all. 

 

AUTHORITY DESCRIBED 

 

The very idea of biblical authority suggests some clear truths. 

Author, authorize, authentic. 

1 - there is a force and resources behind us that are greater than ourselves. 

2 - the results and effect of what we do will be greater than anything we could do in our own 

ability. 

 

 

BY WHAT AUTHORITY 

 

Matt. 16:13-19 

Matt. 16:13 ¶ When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, 

“Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 



Matt. 16:14 ¶ So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.”  

Matt. 16:15 ¶ He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Matt. 16:16 ¶ Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

Matt. 16:17 ¶ Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

Matt. 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 

the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Matt. 16:19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

Amp 

Matt. 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind (declare to be 

improper and unlawful) on earth [a] must be what is already bound in heaven; and whatever you 

loose (declare lawful) on earth [b] must be what is already loosed in heaven.† 

 

Kingdom of heaven - domain of a King 

Keys - authorized access 

This rock - solid foundation 

Revelation - The Father reveals the Christ 

                -Christ reveals our identity 

 

Matt. 28:18 ¶ And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. 

The authority of the preacher. 
 

The authority of the call. 

Eph. 4:11 ¶ And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 

pastors and teachers,  

 

1Tim. 4:14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying 

on of the hands of the eldership.  

 

The authority of truth. 
John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

 

1Tim. 3:15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in 

the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.  



 

THE EFFECTS OF AUTHORITY 

 

RESISTANCE 

“Wherever there is a man who exercises authority, there is a man who resists authority.” ― Oscar 

Wilde 

 

John 8:40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. 

Abraham did not do this.  

 

BOLDNESS 

Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they 

may speak Your word,  

 

RESULTS 

Mark 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and 

confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.  
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A. Types of Authority 
1. Usurped Authority: the authority belongs to another but we take over by using power 

a. Physical or political power 
b. Demonic power of rebellion and control 

2. Bestowed Authority 
a. A man or woman under authority exercising that authority according to the will of the 

one who bestowed the authority 
b. Authority due to a position in society or government 

3. All types of authority can be misused if the heart is not right 
 

B. Our Authority in Christ 
1. We are seated with him in heavenly places (seated in the sense of being in session) 

Eph. 2:6. “…and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show [as in a triumphal parade] the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
 

2. We are being led in a triumphant procession celebrating Christ’s victory 
II Cor. 2:14. “But thanks be to God, who in Christ leads us in triumphal procession, and through 
us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 
 

The fragrance we spread is the sweetness of the knowledge of him. Knowledge here is not academic, 
but personal, intimate relationship. Our life is a fragrance: if we reflect him in our life it is a sweet 
fragrance; if we are self-centered and insist on our own way, we are a sour smell. 
 

The Christ procession is happening presently in the heavenly realms and we are seated with him. 
He is putting on a show of the riches of his grace toward us. The captives behind the chariot are the 
principalities and powers. We are with him in the chariot. That means the powers and world rulers 
are behind us as defeated foes. 
 

In spiritual warfare we are not fighting a battle trying to win. We are part of the celebration of the 
victory Christ has already won. The parade is showing what Christ has conquered by his death, 
burial and resurrection. With him we are more than conquerors. 
 

But we do have an enemy we must fight – our own failure to believe this truth and walk in the 
victory that is ours in Christ. It’s not the devil’s fault; it is our responsibility. The devil wants us to 
focus on him because that keeps our eyes off of Jesus Christ and his victory. 

3. We are the aroma of Christ to God 
II Cor. 2:15. “For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing.” 
 

Part of the triumphal celebration is the spreading of the fragrance by the burning of incense. We are 
that fragrance as we speak into the air the truth of what Jesus has accomplished by submitting 
himself to death and trusting his Father to raise him from the dead. 
 

As ambassadors of Christ, we are to proclaim the finished work of reconciliation here in the world (II 
Cor. 5:20). All are reconciled from God’s side. Our mission is to tell people their sins have been 
forgiven and they may be reconciled to God as they receive that forgiveness. (Compare also I John 
2:1-2) 
 

We do not spread the fragrance by complaining about how others are behaving. Jesus died for 
sinners (ourselves included). The Church will never solve the world’s problems by condemning, 



criticizing and shaming sinners. Scripture does not instruct us to judge the world system. We are to 
pray for those in authority, not against them. Think about it: What if Christians actually conducted 
themselves like Christ by loving sinners? We might discover why we are instructed to bless those 
who oppose us. 
 

We spread the fragrance as we speak words of love and peace into the atmosphere. When we bear 
witness to what Father has done through Jesus Christ the fragrance is released. 
 

4. We are also the aroma of Christ to those who are perishing. 
II Cor. 2:16. “…to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life.” 
 

When people refuse to receive forgiveness and reconciliation (for whatever reason) they shut 
themselves off from the abundant grace of God. God is not judging them; they are refusing his 
judgment that their sins are forgiven. To these people what we have to say smells bad to them 
because it is the smell of death without resurrection. 
 

To those who receive the message of reconciliation it is the smell of life to life. From the life of the 

resurrected Jesus Christ life is given to the sinner who receives forgiveness. 
 

God’s enemies are not flesh and blood but principalities and powers. These powers work through 
lies. When men believe the lie, they give God’s enemy permission to walk with them. Principalities 
are the lies that influence large groups of people, like cities and nations. Since everyone is believing 
the same lie they are all convinced it is the truth. 
 

The word which God is presently speaking becomes a fragrance when we release that word from our 
mouth. Words he spoke to other groups or at another time may or may not apply to the community 
we are called to address. This “speaking into the air” is what Paul calls the sword of the Spirit in 
Ephesians 6>. 
If our daily life does not reflect the word we are speaking, the words will have limited effect 
 

C. Exercising Authority 
1. The authority we are discussing is never over other people. There are authority positions 

within society and within families, but that authority is supposed to be exercised as servants, 
striving to help others to have a good life. 

 

2. Paul’s example: 
II Cor. 10:4-5. “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. We destroy arguments [word-things] and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.” 
 

Paul was speaking to the leadership of the Church at Corinth. They were resisting his position as 
apostle as he was attempting to help the Church grow and mature. Notice he did not attack the 
people. He attacked the arguments they used to discredit him. 
 

“Word-things” refers to the words the leadership was speaking to themselves and to others. These 
word-things were lies about how the Church should be run. These lies come from a “high thing” 
that resisted intimacy (knowledge) with God. The reference is probably a reflection of the Old 
Testament high places where the false gods were entreated to help gain advantage over an 
adversary.  
 

The “high place” of the Church leaders was their intellect and their strong will. They were 
accustomed to intimidating others by boasting of their abilities. Paul was not against the men; he 
was against the lies (word-things) that produced pride. 
 



So Paul was attacking the Principality that controlled the thinking of the Greek mind. His method of 
warfare was to move in the opposite spirit. He began to speak of his weakness rather than trying to 
prove to them he was smatter or stronger. 
 

3. The disciples: 
Luke 10:17. “The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in 
your name.” 
 

The demons are the “powers” that implement the lies of the enemy. All authority in heaven and on 
earth is resident in Jesus Christ, and we also reside in him. He has given us authority over every 
disease and every demon. 
 

D. Spiritual Weapons 
The battle is a spiritual battle, so to exercise this authority, we need spiritual weapons. Many 
teachings are available on the armor of God in Ephesians 6. We have already mentioned the Sword 
of the Spirit in the context of speaking the word of God into the air. My focus here is on some 
weapons that are generally not recognized and therefore seldom used effectively. I call them “Secret 

Weapons” because they are often a secret even to us. 
1. There are several weapons listed in II Chronicles that are generally recognized as weapons, 

but seldom used effectively. 
 

II. Chron. 7:14. “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land.” 
 

a. Fasting is the first mentioned. Many of us are aware of fasting as a weapon but we try to 
use it to get our own way rather than to advance the kingdom. 

b. Prayer is another that is generally recognized but which is often misused for selfish 
purposes. 

c. Humility is a spiritual weapon. The enemy cannot defeat humility with his pride. Humility 
can act as a shield that causes us to be invisible to the enemy. 

d. Repentance is a weapon because it removes the enemy’s right to harass us. We generally 
want others to repent but are often unwilling to face our own issues. 

e. Worship is implied in “seek my face.” It is in the context of prayer because true prayer is 
more than simply making requests. It is also acknowledging God as God. 

f. Also included in prayer is praise. Praise is a weapon because it moves the focus from our 
needs to Father’s goodness 

 

One major point here is that even legitimate spiritual weapons can be used in a carnal fashion. This 
happens when we try to force God to do our will or when we use the weapons to draw attention to 
ourselves. The Pharisees used fasting and alms giving to get attention. 

2. Hope is one of our Secret Weapons 
 

Jer. 29:11. “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, 

to give you a future and a hope.” 
 

Hope (with its companion encouragement) is not generally considered a weapon of war. But since 
our major battle is within ourselves, these are significant weapons. 
 

Discouragement and despair are two of the most used weapons of the enemy. We become 
discouraged when we forget God’s promises. We are riding with Christ in a victory pageant, yet we 
wrestle with fortresses of thought within ourselves and others. When God promises a hope and a 
future, that promise defeats our discouragement and despair if we receive it as a promise of God. 

3. The New Song Father gives is a spiritual weapon. 
 



Psalm 40:3. “He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, 
and put their trust in the Lord.” 
 

This “New Song” is given when we receive the promise of hope and a future. It may actually be a 
renewed song or a fresh version. “Amazing Grace” and “Because He Lives” are different versions of 
the same song. It is a song Father put in my heart before I learned to sing. 
Psalm 42:8. “By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with me, a 
prayer to the God of my life.” 
 

We need to become aware of the song Father places in our heart at night and begin to sing it during 
the day. The song is also a prayer to God. Singing the song defeats the enemy within just as David’s 
singing defeated the enemy within King Saul (I Sam. 16:23). 

4. Persistence is a secret weapon. 
 

Lk. 18:5. “Because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat 
me down by her continual coming.” 
 

Our Father is not an unjust judge. Jesus’ point in this story is: “If the unjust judge finally heard, 
how much more will our Father hear if we persist.” Sometimes I think our spiritual muscles are 
being strengthened by this persistent prayer. Father withholds an immediate answer to help us 
grow spiritually. 
 

Rom. 5:3-4. “Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope.” 
 

So it turns out that persistence is time to hope. When it feels like there is no hope, persist in what 
God has set before you and hope will come. When hope rises you have won a victory over the enemy 
within, the enemy that wants everything to go his way and in his time. 

5. Encouragement is also a secret weapon. 
 

I Thess. 5:14. “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the 
weak, be patient with them all.” 
 

This weapon is related to hope. We give hope to others as we encourage them. In this way we 
strengthen the community’s immune system. It is not enough that we are encouraged as 
individuals. As in the physical body, so in the Body of Christ, if one member is hurting, the whole 
Body suffers. 
 

The battle we fight within ourselves is reflected in the battle the Body of Christ fights within itself. 
When Christians are fighting and arguing with one another the Body is sick. We cannot defeat the 
enemy in society or politics as long as we are sick and weak. 
 

When we fight alone, and only for ourselves, we may gain victories, but the Body of Christ is not 
strengthened. We must never fight alone. We are called to fight together against the enemy, not 
against the Body. The Name (our strong tower, our safe place Prov. 18:10) is where we gather, and 
where two or three are in the Name, He who bears the Name is there. 
 
So we use our secret weapons to strengthen ourselves as a community so we can spread the 
fragrance of the Knowledge of Him everywhere. We spread that aroma as we speak the truth, sing 
our song and encourage one another. 
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Spiritual authority has been a dynamic part of God’s creation since the beginning of time. God set 

into place all that is needed for a sure foundation in His kingdom. A key element in the foundation 

is an understanding of spiritual authority. The reason is clear; He desires that we embrace our 

spiritual authority to accomplish the work He has prepared for us. That he might be glorified in all 

things. 

 

Spiritual authority 

 Our foundation is built on the knowledge of Him  

 It is God who gives us understanding by revelation  

 We are sons by adoption into His Kingdom 

 We have Spiritual authority over darkness and the prince of darkness 

 Our life is hidden in Him 

 We are the fullness of Him in the earth 

 Without Him we can do nothing 

 Anything that is done in His name is to bring glory to Him 

 

The opposite of having knowledge of Him, is to be ignorant of what He has given us, in Him. The 

most effective attack of the enemy succeeds because the one being attacked lacks the knowledge of 

our Father, of His kingdom and of the inheritance of the saints.  

 

Jesus knew His Father perfectly and walked in the authority given Him by His Father. The 

endowment of that authority contained all that He needed to be victorious in His assignment, giving 

glory the Father. In particular, His assignment was not given without the spiritual authority to 

fulfill God’s purpose in sending Him. If we truly understand our adoption as sons … and co-heirs 

with Jesus … His Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are sons of the living God … we 

would know, by that same revelation as sons, that we are endowed with that inheritance. He was 

sent with the fore-knowledge of being victorious. As co-heirs, we have received the same spiritual 

authority to accomplish God's purpose in the earth. “We are victorious in all things, in Christ 

Jesus.” 

 

In conclusion, sons by adoption are co-heirs with Jesus, having everything in the inheritance of the 

saints, needed to fulfill our assignment. We have spiritual authority over all manner of darkness, 

giving glory to our Father. 

 

The sending of sons 

“For God so loved the world He sent his only begotten Son.” We might ask, how was that … how 

was Jesus sent? The answer is revealed in scripture; He was sent as a Son. The fact is we are also 

sent as sons. He was sent with spiritual authority, we also are sent with spiritual authority.  He 

always walked in that authority, bringing glory to the Father. We also must rise to the challenge of 

glorifying our Father. 

 



Jesus clearly states in … 

John 17:18 

 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their 

sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 

 

John 17:4 

4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 

 

Spiritual Authority Glorifying God 

The goal of this teaching is to help us establish by the scriptures, a viable understanding of 

spiritual authority. There are four key disciplines to embrace as we walk out our assignment, in 

spiritual authority. 

 Spirit of revelation 

 Spirit of wisdom 

 Knowledge of Him 

 Understanding the hope of His calling 

 

The spirit of wisdom and revelation will bring us to maturity in Him. Maturity is needed for us to 

accomplish His purpose, which will give Him glory. It is necessary for us as sons; to walk in the 

spirit of revelation and wisdom regarding the spiritual authority we have been given. Unfortunately 

many in the church do not fully understand the necessity to embrace the wisdom needed to 

represent the One who has given them spiritual authority.  

 

This teaching is designed to challenge us to walk in the spiritual authority we have received, 

glorifying the Father in the ultimate victory. When we, by His spiritual authority, walk in the spirit 

of revelation and wisdom, in the knowledge of Him, our understanding is enlightened, bringing us 

to know what is the hope of His calling.  

 

Paul’s answer is to … 

Pray for spiritual wisdom, Eph. 1:15* 
15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 
glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power 
toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked 
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.22 And He 
put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 

When we consider spiritual authority as a significant aspect of our relationship with God (Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit), it is imperative for us to embrace the purposeful intention of our Father 

regarding spiritual authority.  

 

The battle is the Lord’s 

Each of us who come to know Jesus and the Father understand that there is spiritual warfare that 



is on-going and had its beginning in heaven, not on earth. We find the record of that beginning in 

the book of revelation. Rev 12:7-17 

 

Rev 12:7-17 

Satan Thrown Out of Heaven 
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the 

dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in 

heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil 

and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were 

cast out with him.10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and 

strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for 

the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has 

been cast down. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 

word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 12 Therefore 

rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth 

and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he 

knows that he has a short time.” 

 

The Woman Persecuted 
13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman 

who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, 

that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and 

times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed water out 

of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the 

flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 

up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was 

enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, 

who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Church is God’s design to accomplish His purpose. 

The Apostle John, the author of the book of John, is actually the same one who received the 

revelation of Jesus on the Isle of Patmos (Rev 12:7-17).  

 

In the first few verses of the book of John we are subtly introduced to God’s unfailing plan to 

accomplish His purpose in the earth. I so appreciate the first few chapters of the book of John, 

more specifically the first few verses of John 1, He sets in place the unfolding of God’s plan to 

establish sons in the earth.   

 

This is a key component to the victorious plan that has been revealed.  Jesus was sent as God's 

only begotten Son into the earth to introduce the Father to all who would believe in him. In John 1, 

we see the entire context of this truth. 

 

John 1:1-18 

The Eternal Word 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 

was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light 



shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

This was the Son’s assignment, to bring into the world a light that could not be overwhelmed by 

darkness. 

 

John's Witness: The True Light 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to 

bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but 

was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light which gives light to every 

man coming into the world.10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, 

and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 

who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

 

The Word Becomes Flesh 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 

of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.15 John bore witness of Him and 

cried out, saying, “ This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred 

before me, for He was before me. ’”16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace 

for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has declared Him 

 

Spiritual authority is given to us as sons to accomplish His purpose, giving Him the glory. Truly 

Jesus is the Pure Light sent into darkness. He has sent us in the same way He was sent. 

 

By what authority do you do these things? 

In the following passage in Mark, we see that when we walk in the spiritual authority given us by 

our Father, we bear witness of Him, (Jesus), being sent into the earth. It is a testimony of the truth; 

Jesus is “Emmanuel”, God with us, through His sons. Jesus is the first begotten of many sons. The 

many sons are those who believe in Him,being given the right to become children of God. (John 

1:12-13) 

 

Matthew 21:23-25 

Jesus’s Authority Questioned 
23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these 

things? And who gave You this authority?” 
24 But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, 

I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things: 25 The baptism of John—where 

was it from? From heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If 

we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’  

 

It is important to note, that even when you are sent into a place or situation with spiritual authority 

it doesn’t mean you are welcome.  Don’t be surprised if you find you are not welcome. Jesus 

experienced the same rejection. That seemed to be the context of the questions of the chief priests 

and the elders of the people. His response demonstrates the wisdom in which He ministered. 



 

 
 

Mark 1:26-28 
26 And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he 
came out of him. 27 Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, “What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” 28 And immediately His 
fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee. 

 
When sons of God reveal His authority in them and exercise that authority, in His name, it will not 
go unnoticed! The authority we walk in is a testimony of the One who has given it. The signs and 
wonders that follow those walking in spiritual authority will most definitely create a stir.  When 
people see you move in supernatural authority in whatever God is leading, their response might be, 
“Who gave you this authority?” 
 
The devil, offers his authority 

The enemy of our soul would tempt us by offering a substitute, counterfeit authority, with a slight 
twist.  He told Jesus he would give the authority and the glory to Him if He would bow down and 
worship him. We can substitute the spiritual authority we have as sons … and some do, through 
the lust of the flesh.  
 
Overcomers do not fall to this temptation. We are overcomers!  
Rev 12:11 

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they 
did not love their lives to the death. 

 
Luke 4:6 

And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. (deception)  
 
Satan Tempts Jesus 
1 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those 
days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.3 And the 
devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”4 
But Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word of God.” 
 
5Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, 
and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 
Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” 8 And Jesus answered and 
said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your 

God, and Him only you shall serve.”  
 
9Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to 
Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: ‘He 
shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,’ 11 and, ‘In their hands they shall 
bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 12 And Jesus answered and said 
to him, “It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”  
 
13Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an 
opportune time. 

 



Jesus knows who He is as the only begotten Son of our Father. He also knows that all authority has 
been given to Him.  He also knows that He has authority over all flesh. He has been given the 
authority to overcome the temptation of the devil by standing on the foundation of the promises of 
God seen in the scriptures. 
 
The devil is a liar and a deceiver. And just as it was in the book of Genesis his deception is fruitful 
when he is tempting our carnal nature.    
 
Jesus sends His disciples with authentic spiritual authority 
Luke 9:1-3, 6 
1Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all 
demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
3 And He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; 
and do not have two tunics apiece. 
 
6 So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 
 
The disciples were sent in the same way that He was sent. (With Spiritual authority.) 
 
John 7:16-18 
16 Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 17 If anyone 
wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I 
speak on My own authority. 18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who 
seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.  
 
Discipling Others 
As we reach out to those whom God has given us to disciple, realizing they have been given the 
right to become children of God, we must communicate these truths. 
 

 We are sons by adoption into the Kingdom of God our Father 

 We been given spiritual authority to accomplish His purposes in the earth 

 The Spiritual authority we walk in will be a testimony of His plan of redemption 

 We must not usurp His power and His Glory in the process of being a son with spiritual 
authority 

 
We know the One who has adopted us as sons, has called us to accomplish His purpose in the 
earth … and He will do it.  He is a faithful God and Father. 
 

“To God Be The Glory” 
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