A COMPOSITE OF TEACHINGS BY INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS

A Resource for helping Christian leaders to grow
in their call as leaders in the kingdom of God!
Harvest Preparation International Ministries is called and established, by the grace of God, to train
Christian leaders, equipping them to reach their full potential. The objective is to bring scriptural
teaching on relevant topics and issues faced by all who follow Christ’s mandate to go and make disciples of
all nations. This is our mandate and our goal is fulfilled through …
“Leaders Training Leaders”
In Matthew 28:18&19 Jesus told His disciples, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” Exercising spiritual authority is sometimes confusing to
Christians, even Christian leaders. If all authority in heaven and earth is vested in Him … and it is …
Then the body of Christ is commissioned with that authority; He entrusts His body with that delegated
authority to overcome the powers of darkness.
2017 HPIM THEME:
THE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT OF A LEADER.
Why character development? Because character is the foundation of personal integrity,
responsibility, self-discipline, friendship, perseverance, honesty, loyalty and other virtues that define a
leader. Without these virtues and others, a leader who lacks character becomes prey to the enemy and
succumbs to various types of temptations.
Consider, if personal integrity is lacking, then dealing and protecting personal information of a
sensitive nature can be destructive and harmful. All leaders deal with financial issues, with access to
finances that affect the church. If integrity is lacking destruction is sure to follow, personally and
professionally!
If a leader is not responsible he will not respond to the challenges of ministry and life. There will
be a lack of accountability. Irresponsible behavior is immature behavior.
Self-discipline is necessary in order to have self-discipleship. One is one’s own teacher, trainer,
coach, and “disciplinarian.” The commission and mandate of leaders is to make disciples. Without selfdiscipline one cannot expect others to walk together on the journey of discipleship.
You get the point. Everything begins with leadership and leadership is impossible without
character. The journey to mature discipleship is a journey that every leader must walk in order to be
equipped to lead and serve others in the body of Christ.
The following articles are presented by men and women of integrity and proven character, as well
as excellent teachers and leaders in the body of Christ. We submit these teachings to you for your
personal growth and support in your journey to fulfill the call of the Lord Jesus Christ on your life. Enjoy!
Dr. Charles F. Hamilton
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The character of leaders is more significant than their gift or their training. His or her character will not
only make or break the leader, it will also make or break those who are led. For that reason, every leader
is obliged to take character development seriously, not simply for his or her own sake, but for the sake of
those they lead. Many difficulties in a congregation are a result of the people who attend, but when the
difficulty is a result of the pride or hidden shame of the leader, the results are much more devastating.
The reason for this is that we impart to others according to who we are, not by what we say or what we do
publicly. Our words and outward actions may be “right” according to some standard, but others will be
affected by our spirit. If we have a proud spirit, others will either resist in their own pride or submit in
fear of rejection by the leader. Those who have the “fear of man” will remain and the group will consist of
people who are simply “yes men” who feed on the attention they receive by being a part of the “mighty
man of God” who is their leader. The leader looks good because others follow him or her blindly.
When the group explodes, the leader will blame the “rebels” and the people will blame the leader. No one
will take responsibility for their own action because the whole process was corrupt and built on pride and
fear. If other groups form in reaction to what happened, the new groups will be founded on the same
shaky foundation of the one they are reacting to. Other divisions will eventually happen. That is the story
of Church History since the early times. This false way of leading has created the most divided religion in
the world. It has also created more atheists than any other religion.
A healthy leader is one who has the humility to recognize he or she does not know everything. This leader
is willing to say “I don’t know the answer to this dilemma; I need help.” This is humility and it is honesty.
This is the truth; none of us really know everything. All of us need the help of others to find our way on
our journey to becoming more like Christ in our thinking and in our behavior. Some think this stance is
evidence of weakness; it is really evidence of a strong character. Only weak people need to be right all the
time. Only weak people need others to follow without question. Strong, healthy leaders know that they
grow in their own understanding when others challenge them.
Character develops in the context of conflict: “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness
have its full effect, that you may be perfect (mature) and complete (whole) lacking in nothing” (Jas. 1:2-4).
Or, to quote Paul, “Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us” (Rom. 5:3-5).

There are many forms of conflict, but the conflict with people is the most trying. Father wants to use the
trial we go through with people to produce character in us. That is one thing Paul had in his mind when
he said, “God works together in all things for the good of those who love him, who are called according to
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). If we understand that God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is in us, then we know
that he is also in our circumstances. When we focus on the people who are causing us problems, we
become oblivious to what Father is trying to do to bring us to the next level of maturity in Christ as he
conforms us to his image. In that case, the trial does not produce a good character.
Another truth that speaks to this issue is reflected in Romans 8:32, “He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not also with Him freely give us all things?” what I have in
mind here is related to Jesus’s promise, “Seek and you shall find, ask and you shall receive, knock and it
shall be opened to you.” The point many miss is that you will find exactly what you are looking for. Jesus
said to the Pharisees in John 7:34, “You will seek Me and you will not find Me.” They will not find Him
because the one they are seeking is not the One He really is. They were destroyed because they were
looking for a Messiah that would never come.
What does this have to do with leadership? If a leader is seeking to establish himself, he may be able to do
that for a time. But the “evidence” of God’s Presence will only be evidence of the leader’s personal ability
to control people. The Pharisees were not seeking God. They were seeking to establish their own
importance in the eyes of others. Any leader who uses others to make themselves look good and feel good
about themselves may have a big following. There are many, the crowds of the Gospel of John, who only
want to look good in the eyes of the self-appointed leaders.
A leader who is genuinely seeking the Presence of God will find it. It may not be obvious to those who are
looking for a “mighty man of God,” but those who are also seeking the Presence of Father will recognize
His Presence in the life and ministry of one who is an authentic “God seeker.” The test comes for this type
of leader when some of his people begin to go to the other leader who gives the people what they want
rather than what they need. They pass the test because they find their significance in their position in
Christ, not in those who follow.
Paul is a prime example: his passion was “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and
may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead” (Phil. 3:10-11). In my understanding he was not referring to the final
resurrection, but to living the resurrected life here in this life (compare Rom. 6). Paul willingly embraced
suffering because he knew it was an opportunity to grow in his likeness to Christ. If we are willing to
embrace adversity, we will experience less conflict from the adversary. That is our choice; adversity
embraced or adversary attacks.
Paul took Jesus as his model. In John 11, as Jesus was facing his last days with the full knowledge that a
great adversity was on its way, He proclaimed His confidence in His Father. He knew His Father had
already given all things into His hands. He knew He came from the Father and was returning to the
Father. In light of this knowledge He faced the coming conflict with the world system with confidence. He
knew He would overcome the world system because His Father loved Him and sent Him for this very
purpose.

As we recognize that our Father has sent each of us for a specific purpose, we will have the same
confidence Jesus had. “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith” (I John 5:4). This faith comes from the fact that the One
who lives in us said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
have tribulation. But cheer up; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The confidence is “in Him,” not
in ourselves. The One who overcame the ultimate challenge of life—death—lives in us. To the degree that
we, as leaders, really believe that, to that degree we will also overcome the challenges of leadership.
So the development of the character of the leader boils down to this simple thing: “I have been crucified
with Christ. It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. He gave Himself for me and for you,
not just so we could go to heaven when we die. He gave Himself so He could live in us and demonstrate
His Father’s love for all men, including those who give us a hard time. To the degree that we are willing
to love in this way, to that degree we will become the kind of leaders who are safe for the people they lead.
This obviously requires self-sacrifice. But we must also realize that we are not called to sacrifice ourselves
to those who only want a comfortable life, for those who expect their leader to make life easy for them. We
must lay down our desire to please them. If they do not share our passion for the resurrected life here and
now, we must go on without them. Jesus did not chase the rich young man who was unwilling to sell all to
follow Him. He loved him, but He allowed him to walk away. We also must avoid the impulse to chase
people who do not want the fullness of Christ.
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Character is the foundation necessary for leaders to build a strong record of excellence
and success in ministry. Without character it is likely that the call of ministry will be
shipwrecked in the sea of compromise and wrong decisions. Where there is a character deficit
or weakness of judgment a leader is sure to find themselves making decisions that will
inevitability bring destruction to their ministry. It does not stop there, because many lives are
affected by the failure of a leader toward those they lead.
It must be understood that the gifts of God and the character of a leader are two very
separate things. Character is defined as the mental and moral qualities of an individual. The
gifts of God are given by the Holy Spirit in order to enable a leader to fulfill his or her destiny
and calling to equip the saints for the work of ministry. The gifts of the Spirit are NOT an
endorsement of character and according to Rm. 11:29 For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.
Romans 5:1-5 (NKJV)
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
AMAZING ACCESS
Access: Gk. Prosagoge (Strongs 4318): Root, Approach and a manner of life or life style.
Through Jesus:
 It is the word for introducing or ushering someone into the presence of royalty.
 The word for the approach of the worshipper to God.
 Jesus opens the door for us into the Presence of our Heavenly Father.
What is behind that door? GRACE!
Not: Condemnation, judgment, vengeance or shame, but the incredible kindness of God!
Ps. 103:4-5
Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns (to encircle for attack or protection) you with
loving kindness and tender mercies, who satisfies your mouth with good things, so your youth is renewed
like the eagle’s.
A word picture:
In the Greek culture the word access (prosagoge) was a place where ships come in, a harbor or a
haven. Our own efforts lead to a tempest tossed life, like sea mariners striving with the sea which
threatened to overwhelm and destroy. (Mk. 6:45-52)
Jesus brings us into the haven of God’s grace and we experience the calm of depending not on what
we can do, but what He has done for us.
The reality of Paul’s message:
It is hard to be a Christian in Rome! It is hard to be a Christian today and be salt &
light!
Becoming and Overcoming
 We are complete in Christ (secure), but we must grow in Christ, to be like Him. Rm. 8:29
 We are sons/daughters of the King, but we have the duties of slaves.




We have at the same time the Presence of Christ and the pressure of sin.
We enjoy the peace that comes from God and yet we are faced with the daily challenges of life
that are designed to cause growth, moral fortitude and victory, not discouragement and defeat.

Ja. 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything. NIV
I Pet. 6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while if need be, you have been grieved
(distressed) by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious that gold that
perishes though it is tested by fire may be found to praise honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.
Col. 1:27 …Christ in you the hope of glory!
THE UNLIKELY TRINITY: TRIBULATION, ENDURANCE AND CHARACTER
1. Tribulation:
 Trouble-Gk. Thlipis, it means pressure.
2 Cor. 4:8-10
We are hard-pressed (Same root word-trouble) on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—always carrying about in the body
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.


The Christian life is filled with pressure, like a press to the olive, extracting oil!

Rm. 8:35-38
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine or
nakedness or peril or sword. As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved
us.”
 This is not the normal pressures of life, but the two directional pull that all Christians
face: The Father seeking to draw us closer to Himself, the enemy seeking to break our
fellowship and destroy our faith.
 When we are under pressure we are headed in the right direction because there
are rich spiritual blessings ahead. The Father is seeking to reproduce the image
of His Son in us. Rm. 8:29


More than conquerors: Means to over conquer, to conquer completely, without any real
threat to life or health!

2. Endurance:
 The word hupomone in the Gk. means more than endurance: Cheerful endurance, being
consistent, patience.
It also means the spirit that can overcome the world; the spirit that does not passively endure
but which actively overcomes the trials and tribulation of life! It is resident in those like:
Fanny Crosby, 1820-1915 an American mission worker who wrote over 8000 hymns with over a million
copies. She wrote songs like Blessed Assurance, To God be the Glory and Pass Me Not Oh Gentle
Savior. She wrote over one thousand poems, four books of poetry, as well as two best selling
autobiographies. She became blind shortly after birth!

Quote: “It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all of my life,
and I thank Him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow, I would not
accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and
interesting things around me.”
“If I had a choice I would still choose to remain blind, for when I die, the first face I will see will be
the face of my blessed Savior.”
Corrie ten Boom,1882-1983 a Dutch watchmaker and Christian, who with her father and family helped
many Jews escape the Holocaust of World War ll. She went to prison for her actions.
Quote: “You can only learn that Christ is all you need, until Christ is all you have.”
“Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will can function regardless of the temperature of the heart.”
Mother Teresa, 1910-1997, missionary to Calcutta, India. Nobel Peace prize winner.
Quote: “If you judge people you have no time to love them,”
“Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies.”
Keys to endurance:
 Like faith, must be developed like the champion marathon runner who must be
disciplined and laboriously trains day after day, with focus, through pain, injury and
obstacles.
 A belief that refuses to quit the race of faith no matter what the obstacles.
 Believes the impossible is achievable. All transformation begins in the mind. Rm. 12:2
3. Character
 Gk. Dokime-Is used of metal which has been passed through the fire so that everything
base has been purged out of it.
 When tribulation is met with endurance, out of the battle a man emerges stronger, purer,
better and most of all nearer to God.
Character distinguishes who a person is, how a person acts especially in the tribulation
(pressure) of life. The greater the divine assignment on our life the greater the necessity for
character development.
The development of character:
Who is responsible? The Lord our refiner!
Mal. 3:2-3 But who can endure the day of His coming? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like launderer’s
soap. He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver, He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them
as gold and silver, that they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness.
The Lord’s two refining agents:
1. Fire to burn off the dross of iniquity.
metallurgy : the scum or unwanted material that forms on the surface of molten metal,
waste or foreign matter : impurity- Fire either purifies or destroys!
2. Refiners soap: Alkali to whiten, washing out the stain of sin. He will come to purify and
cleanse, and most importantly not to destroy.
Who is the agent? The Holy Spirit!
Luke 3:16 John answered saying to all, I indeed baptize you with water, but One mightier that I is
coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

The believers filling, spirit baptism, power, anointing and identity in Christ are confirmed by the
H.S.
How does this take place? In the furnace of affliction!
Is. 48:10-11b Behold I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. For
My own sake, for My own sake I will do it…
We are chosen as sons to be tested and tried, in order to be accepted, appointed, chosen as a
requirement to serve, represent and be ambassadors in the kingdom. The requirements are great.
Can we be confident? Yes, for His promises are sure.
Is. 43:2b When you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you.
4. So we arrive at the mountain of Hope
What is Paul’s basis for this hope? LOVE, not any love, but the love of God transferred by the
Holy Spirit.
Christianity gives new meaning to love, Agape in the Greek. This word is unique to the New
Testament rarely found in Greek writings. Agape denotes an undefeatable benevolence and
unconquerable goodwill that always seeks the highest good of the other person no matter what he
does.
It is a self-giving love that gives freely without asking anything in return and does not consider the
worth of its object. This love is a love by choice vs. philos which is love by chance. It refers to the will
rather than the emotion. Agape describes the unconditional love God has for the world.
So the journey of tribulation and trials, perseverance that builds endurance and character molding
are all the great design of God not to break us or destroy us. He is molding His children into the image of
Christ.
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The New King James version has titled 2 Timothy chapter 3 “Perilous Times and Perilous Men.” This
chapter is about character deficit, about the perilous characteristics that oppose God’s character; which
will be the focus of this teaching.
We were created in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26). God finished His work with a “personal touch.”
God formed man from the dust and gave him life by sharing His own breath (Genesis 2:7). Having the
“image” or “likeness” of God means that we were made to resemble God. When we read “the image of
God”, the Word affirms the dignity and worth of man, and elevates the human race to the highest status
there is.
In 2 Peter 1:5-8, he reminds us that the character of God was breathed into men to understand His
divine nature.
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness,
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure,
they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(NIV).
He is saying we must ensure we are demonstrating these qualities of His character in our lives, so that as
Christians and leaders we are effective and successful in our endeavors, to not cause ourselves or others
to stumble.
The core of this teaching deals with 18 characteristics that Paul lists, describing the character of men in
the last days. These characteristics are very evident in many leaders around the world; in government,
business and in ministry. Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:1-5:
But understand this, that in the last days dangerous times [of great stress and trouble] will come [difficult
days that will be hard to bear]. For people will be lovers of self [narcissistic, self-focused], lovers of money
[impelled by greed], boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy and profane,
[and they will be] unloving [devoid of natural human affection, calloused and inhumane], irreconcilable,
malicious gossips, devoid of self-control [intemperate, immoral], brutal, haters of good, traitors, reckless,
conceited, lovers of [sensual] pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of [outward] godliness
(religion), although they have denied its power [for their conduct nullifies their claim of faith]. Avoid such
people and keep far away from them. (AMP).
1- Lovers of Self
We could also use the terms "selfish," "self-centered," “self-absorbed,” “self-focused,” “narcissistic.” Paul is
talking about an extreme love of self, narcissistic behavior, not normal love of self.
Narcissistic people have an inflated sense of their own importance, a deep need for admiration and a lack
of empathy for others. But behind this mask of ultra-confidence often lies a fragile self-esteem, vulnerable
to the slightest criticism. Lovers of self are generally unhappy and disappointed when they're not given
the special favors or admiration they believe they deserve.
Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind’ and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke10:27). If we would love our neighbor
as much as we love ourselves the world would be a better place.

A good example is the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector in Luke 18:9-14. Jesus told this
parable to those who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else and in
verse 14 He said “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves
will be exalted.”
2- Lovers of Money
Who are the lovers of money? Paul describes the lovers of money in 1Timothy 6:9-10.
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people,
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (NIV).
Ecclesiastes 5:10 says the same thing about the lovers of money “Whoever loves money never has enough;
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless”.
The love of money is a root of all sorts of evil and could bring calamity and disaster to those that pursue
it. Hebrews 13:5 says, Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.
3- Boastful
Paul makes a statement about boasting in the Lord in 1 Corinthians 1:31 “So then, as it is written [in
Scripture], “He who boasts and glories, let him boast and glory in the Lord.”
If we want to boast about something, it should be about the greatness of our Lord not about how
wonderful we are, how much we possess, how much we know or how much we do, etc…
We often hear “I have 5,000 members in my church or I have 50,000 Facebook friends or I have this or I
have that.” Boasting about oneself is an expression of pride and is contrary to the principles of God.
Isaiah 66:2 says, “For all these things My hand has made, So all these things came into being [by and for
Me],” declares the Lord. “But to this one I will look [graciously], To him who is humble and contrite in
spirit, and who [reverently] trembles at My word and honors My commands. (AMP).
The absence of self-exaltation and an attitude of humility will cause God to look at us and pour His
blessings upon us.
4- Arrogant
Arrogance can be defined as having an attitude of superiority and being full of self or having an extreme
form of self-pride. This type of person usually has an inflated ego and sense of self-worth that is highly
overestimated. An arrogant person feels they are better than others. At the heart of all arrogance is pride
and we know that God resists the proud. James 4:6 says “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the
humble.”
The book of Psalms has much to say about arrogant people, let’s just mention one, Psalm 119:21. You
rebuke the presumptuous and arrogant, the cursed ones, who wander from Your commandments.
In Jeremiah 50:31-32, Jeremiah gave a warning to the arrogant nation of Israel and the leadership. He
told them that unless they repented and humbled themselves, they would be sent into captivity. They
didn’t listen and were sent into captivity. Daniel said the same about King Belshazzar’s arrogance (King
Nabekanezar’s son) in Daniel 5:20, But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was
deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. It is very clear that God will resist and rebuke
arrogance in people.

5- Revilers
To revile is to criticize in an abusive or hostile way, or to spread negative information about someone.
When you verbally attack someone and call him names and say cruel things you are a reviler or bully.
Some leaders have adopted this abusive language or speech. Therefore, it is an important subject for
those who seek to exemplify godly character.
Some Christian leaders (no need to mention any by name) are notorious for singling out certain sins and
verbally insulting those who struggle with said vices; yet, those who condemn others in an abusive
manner are equally guilty of offending God’s righteous standard. 1 Peter 3:9 says:
and never return evil for evil or insult for insult [avoid scolding, berating, and any kind of abuse], but on
the contrary, give a blessing [pray for one another’s well-being, contentment, and protection]; for you have
been called for this very purpose, that you might inherit a blessing [from God that brings well-being,
happiness, and protection]. (AMP)
6- Disobedient to parents
Good parents take the time to instruct, guide, counsel and discipline, with love, their children. By doing
so, their children will grow up respecting authority and understanding right from wrong. This foundation
can help them become strong, self-assured and effective leaders as adults. Without this guidance, children
will likely be disobedient and rebellious. The Bible says in Ephesians 6:1 talking about family
relationships. Children, obey your parents in the Lord [that is, accept their guidance and discipline as His
representatives], for this is right [for obedience teaches wisdom and self-discipline].
For children to obey their parents, parents need to discipline their children. Proverbs 19:18 says,
Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to their death. Discipline of a
child is presented as a matter of life and death. To discipline your children is to love them. Proverbs
13:24 says, Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to
discipline them.
7- Ungrateful
The people of God should be a thankful people, realizing how much we have been given. Ungratefulness is
a characteristic that indicates a self-absorbed, arrogant people who are unable to see God’s grace in their
lives. No matter what the circumstances, we should always give thanks to the Lord. David said in Psalm
30:10-12 after going through difficult times (read verses 1-12).
“Hear, O Lord, be gracious and show favor to me; O Lord, be my helper. You have turned my mourning
into dancing for me; You have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, That my soul may sing
praise to You and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to You forever.
Paul experienced various difficult circumstances but in 1Thessalonians 5:16-18 he said, Rejoice always
and delight in your faith; be unceasing and persistent in prayer; in every situation [no matter what the
circumstances] be thankful and continually give thanks to God; for this is the will of God for you in Christ
Jesus.
Notice that he said in every situation. Thankfulness should be a natural way of life for us. When we are
thankful, our focus moves off selfish desires and off the pain of current circumstances. There are many
scriptures that exhort us to be thankful. We have received every spiritual blessing. Ephesians 1:3 says,
Blessed and worthy of praise be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ…
Read the rest of the chapter to see the blessings we have been given by our Lord Jesus. All we can do is
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness (graciousness, mercy, compassion)
endures forever.

8- Unholy and profane
Unholy is defined as one not consecrated, wicked, immoral, common, defiled, unclean, impure, one that
shows disregard for what is holy. As Christians we think that this is not related to us, but some of these
things are very real among believers. Pornography, infidelity, lying or cheating are practices that make us
unholy. Colossians 3:5 says:
So put to death and deprive of power the evil longings of your earthly body [with its sensual, self-centered
instincts] immorality, impurity, sinful passion, evil desire, and greed, which is [a kind of] idolatry [because
it replaces your devotion to God]. (AMP).
God’s design for us is to have holy relationships, holy marriages. When we engage in any of these unholy
activities, we are unholy before God.
Profane is a person that is irreverent to anything sacred. A man is profane when he takes the name of
God in vain, or treats sacred things with abuse and irreverence. We should not curse people with our
tongue but rather bless them, remembering that we are created in the image of God. Ephesians 4:29
says:
Do not let unwholesome [foul, profane, worthless, vulgar] words ever come out of your mouth, but only such
speech as is good for building up others, according to the need and the occasion, so that it will be a blessing
to those who hear [you speak] (AMP).
9- Unloving
Unloving is also defined as, callous, inhuman, without natural affection, hard-hearted, without love,
someone that hates. There are many scriptures that teach about the love of God. 1John 3:10 clearly
identifies those who love God and those who don’t.
By this the children of God and the children of the devil are clearly identified: anyone who does not
practice righteousness [who does not seek God’s will in thought, action, and purpose] is not of God, nor is
the one who does not [unselfishly] [a]love his [believing] brother. (AMP).
Then 1 John 4:8 says, The one who does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not and never
did know Him], for God is love. [He is the originator of love, and it is an enduring attribute of His nature.]
(AMP).
1 John says over and over to love your brother, to look after him when he is in need (1 John 3:14-17, 1
John 4:20). Love is the one thing that will change a hard-hearted person, will save the unsaved, will heal
the broken hearted and will keep unity. Without love the world will never know who God is and why He
sent His son and why the Son established His church and why the church is the seed that will bless all
the families on the earth (Genesis 28:14). This Promise was made to the seed of Abraham who is Christ
(Galatians 3:16) and that promise made to “our fathers” was preached by Paul, Acts 13:32.
10- Irreconcilable (Unforgiven)
Irreconcilable means a person who will not compromise, adjust, submit or forgive. It is one who is
implacable, inconsistent, disagreeing. It refers to those who are unwilling to enter into any agreement
and always argue and blame others.
To reconcile is to forgive wrongs done to us. We need to forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32) and
reconcile our faults instead of always disagreeing. Hebrews 12:14 says, Make every effort to live in peace
with everyone…
Our un-forgiveness will turn into bitterness. Bitterness will damage our relationships. We must forgive,
as He has forgiven us. Hebrews 12:15 says about bitterness, See to it that no one falls short of the grace of
God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.

The word “forgive” means to wipe the slate clean, to pardon, to cancel a debt. Forgiveness is necessary in
order to restore relationships. It is important to remember that forgiveness is not granted because a
person deserves to be forgiven. Instead, it is an act of love, mercy, and grace.
11- Malicious Gossips (Slanderous)
Malicious gossip is speaking disgracefully about the private lives of other people. It is the utterance of
false charges or misrepresentations which defame and damage another's reputation.
God’s Word speaks plainly about gossip. It hurts people deeply inside. Proverbs 18:8 says, The words of a
gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to the inmost parts.
Speech is one of the most difficult aspects of life to control. People tend to talk about other people,
especially if they can say something negative: at work, in church, and especially over the telephone.
People seem to enjoy malicious gossip; they delight in digging up dirt.
James 3:8 explains why gossip occurs “But no one can tame the human tongue; it is a restless evil
[undisciplined, unstable], full of deadly poison.” Proverbs 20:19 says, A gossip betrays a confidence; so
avoid anyone who talks too much.
The tendency to gossip is part of human nature, and taming the tongue requires God’s help. James 1: 26
says, Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive
themselves, and their religion is worthless. These are strong words!
Gossip is a serious action and unless we repent and seek God’s help in taming the tongue, we will indeed
answer for it. “But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty
word they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be
condemned.” Matthew 12:36-37.
The words we listen to, as well as those that come out of our mouths, indicate our inner character. Jesus
said, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). How we communicate is
clearly something our Lord takes very seriously.
12- Without self-control
Not having self-control is a person who cannot control his emotions or behavior in the face of temptations
and impulses. It is one who loses his temper in speech. Proverbs 29:11 says, A [shortsighted] fool always
loses his temper and displays his anger, But a wise man [uses self-control and] holds it back.
Without self-control the desires of our mind for power, food, lust, money, drugs etc., could destroy us.
Being self-controlled is part of the foundation for living a life of righteousness and selflessness that
reflects Jesus’s character. For the natural man self-control is hard to achieve. It is the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit that gives Christians the power and ability to exercise self-control so that we
will not be mastered or enslaved by the cravings of the sinful nature. Paul said in 2 Timothy 1:7 For God
did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love
and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and
self-control]. (AMP).
13- Brutal
This is a hard and difficult accusation for a human being. Brutal applies to people, their acts and their
words and describes a person with no compassion or self-control. It is a person extremely cruel or harsh,
very unpleasant, savage, vicious, ferocious, barbaric, wicked, heartless, ruthless, without mercy. These
people will make life unbearable as is stated at the beginning of chapter 3 “But understand this, that in
the last days dangerous times [of great stress and trouble] will come [difficult days that will be hard to
bear]. (AMP).

14- Haters of Good
The definition of a hater is someone who has strong negative feelings against a person or thing. It is
someone who is negative or who discourages and denigrates others.
The Strong’s Concordance defines a “hater of good” as someone who is hostile to the things of God – i.e. an
active opponent (enemy) of God's kingdom (good). Isaiah 5:20 says, Woe to those who call evil good and
good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.
In Micah 3:1-12, we read about leaders who abuse power. The Lord is talking to the heads of Jacob and
the rulers of Israel. God declares a terrible future for those leaders who practice injustice and abuse their
power to take advantage of others. Verses 1 & 2 say:
“Hear now, heads of Jacob And rulers of the house of Israel. Is it not for you to know and administer
justice? “You who hate good and love evil, Who tear the skin off my people their flesh from their
bones…
God rebukes leaders that have power and influence but use it for their own purposes. They destroy people
instead of developing them (vs. 1-3), they mislead people into confusion (vs. 5-7), they hate justice instead
of upholding it (vs. 9-10), and they take bribes instead of taking responsibility for the people (vs. 11-12).
Haters of good hate everything that brings justice, order, joy, and help to people in general.
15- Traitors
A traitor is one who violates his allegiance and betrays his country. It is one who betrays a trust.
What is a biblical definition of betrayal? The best biblical example of betrayal was that of Judas Iscariot
who betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. We find this event in Matthew 26:14-16 where Judas betrayed
His trust; he sold that trust for money. Judas was one of Jesus’ disciples but his love of money destroyed
his character, greed took over his heart, the devil deceived him, robbed him, destroyed him and finally
killed him (John 10:10).
Trust is a place of security. Proverbs 3:5: says “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.” Judas, as a leader, leaned on his own understanding and trusted in something
other than Jesus and ultimately betrayed Him. Traitors usually are opportunistic people. They will tell
secrets or lies against anyone to protect their jobs, reputation (if any) or their self-image.
16- Reckless
A reckless person is careless, indifferent, and negligent. It is a person who does things without thinking
or caring about the consequences of his actions, a person who is determined to have his own way; willful;
stubborn; obstinate.
We can hurt people and our families by saying or doing reckless things. Proverbs 12:18 says, The words
of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
People say reckless things to be “accepted”. Others do reckless things to prove their worth. However,
those being reckless in word or deed often underestimate the dangers involved or the consequences of
their actions. As Christians, we need to be responsible and not put others at unnecessary risk.
17- Conceited
A conceited person has an inflated self-image, perceiving himself as incredibly entertaining and
wonderful. It is the opposite of a modest person. Galatians 6:3 says, “If anyone thinks they are something
when they are not, they deceive themselves”.
Many leaders have an inflated self-image thinking that they know everything. Conceited people can be
insecure and use abusive language to control and defend themselves from any criticism. Paul describes
this kind of person in 1 Timothy 6:3-5:

If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and with the doctrine and teaching which is in agreement with godliness (personal integrity, upright
behavior), he is conceited and woefully ignorant [understanding nothing]. He has a morbid interest in
controversial questions and disputes about words, which produces envy, quarrels, verbal abuse, evil
suspicions, and perpetual friction between men who are corrupted in mind and deprived of the truth, who
think that godliness is a source of profit [a lucrative, money-making business—withdraw from them].
(AMP).
Conceited people have difficulty maintaining good relationships because they are selfish and not humble.
Paul said in Philippians 2:3-4, Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
Paul also warned not to choose someone as a leader if he is a new convert, because without spiritual
maturity he may have an inflated self-image. (1 Timothy 3:6) He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.
18- Lovers of pleasure
This is the last of the 18 characteristics. Who are the lovers of pleasure? What causes this behavior? The
answer is, our carnal nature. What kind of pleasure is this verse talking about? Worldly or frivolous
enjoyment. It is referring to those that look for sensual, physical and mental gratification.
Think of this for a moment. What is taking the place of God in your heart? What do you love more than
God? The world asks, what’s in your wallet? The Word asks, what’s in your heart? Do you love food so
much that you constantly overeat? Do you love your work so much that you don’t have time to worship
God or to spend time with your family and friends? Do you love money so much that you can’t bear to
share it? Do you love television so much that you don’t have time to read the Bible? Do you love sex so
much that you think about it constantly? Do you spend more money than you should on things that bring
you pleasure? These simple questions should give us an idea of what is taking the place of God in our
hearts. Proverbs 4:23 says, Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.
The devil is constantly moving in the world to provide more pleasure so that he can tempt us into sin. 1
John 2:16 says, For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—comes not from the Father but from the world.
The world is consumed with the pursuit of pleasure – "eat, drink and be merry" – just as it was in Noah’s
day. The devil wants to control us through an appetite for pleasure and once he gains control, he can use
our obsession to destroy us and the happiness of those around us.
“Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – having a form of godliness but denying its power." The
power of sin will overpower us if we do not turn to God! Paul said it in Romans 7:15-17: I do not
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not
want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.
Paul talks extensively about character deficit in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. In 1Timothy 6:3-5, he explains that
those that depart from God’s doctrine will change their behavior. In Romans 16:17 he warns us about
those who cause divisions and put obstacles in our way and in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11 Paul makes a very
important statement and recommendation for the believers in Christ. He is not addressing only worldly
people but believers and, in particular, leaders.
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the people of
this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave
this world. But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a
brother or sister[a] but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do
not even eat with such people.

Notice what these four scriptures have in common; 2 Timothy 3:3-6 (vs 5 says “Avoid such people and
keep far away from them.”), 1 Timothy 6:3-5 (vs 5 say “From such withdraw yourself.”), Romans
16:17 (“Keep away from them”) and 1 Corinthians 5:11 (vs 11 …”You must not associate with
anyone…” … “Do not even eat with such people”
As leaders we need to be careful who we associate with and as people we need to know who we choose as
our leaders. Character developing with Kingdom principles will reflect the character of our Lord Jesus
Christ. I will end with these words of Paul in 1 Timothy 6:11, 12, 14
But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have
confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses… that you keep this commandment
without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing,
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Isaiah 30:15 (NKJV)
15 For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel “In returning and rest you shall be saved; In
quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”
But you would not . . .
Leaders in normal mode are actively leading. It is what we are called to do. This is how God made us.
Unfortunately, as we are working to lead people into their destinies, we can get into the habit of non-stop
activity and work. It may be good things that are taking our time and our energy; however, the good can
become the enemy of the best. Good things can consume us, taking our time and focus. Suddenly, we find
ourselves tired and exhausted. We can be working so aggressively for Him that we become distant from
Him in our intimacy and our personal relationship. We can find ourselves running on the overflow from
past experiences and the reserves of past seasons of intimacy. We can actually come to a place where it is
difficult to slow down and rest. We find ourselves always moving and doing. Even our sleep can be far
from restful. Our minds can have a hard time shutting down. Our thoughts run to this and that
situation that needs attention. Rest is no longer easy to enter into.
If you find yourself in this place, then it is time to stop and return and rest, as we see in Isaiah 30:15
(NKJV) Our Creator and the writer of the manual on how we should live tells us in this scripture that we
can lose the ability to operate in rest. He tells us to return, which means we have left the place of rest for
activity. In the returning and in the rest we will be saved. Saved from what? The “returning to rest” of
the verse implies that being in the state of busy-ness - even from godly things - can rob us of strength. We
will then be operating in our own strength, not His. This level of activity will lead to BURN OUT!
In today's fast paced world, it is so easy to get lost in all that we are doing and trying to see accomplished.
We can find ourselves tired, disillusioned, perhaps asking ourselves what difference are we making? God
knows us, and He knows that we can come to this place as leaders. We need to know and remember He
has already gone before us and provided a pathway back to strength and renewal. It is the place of
returning; rest and quietness. Let’s explore some thoughts specifically about; Returning, Rest/Quietness
and Strength.
RETURNING
"In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”
Returning has the implication that we have left, walked away from where we once were. Most of us
would quickly respond, "No, I have not left the Lord". I am not referring to leaving the Lord and His
Presence, but rather our current place of closeness and proximity. Because of the pressures of leadership,
we can go days or weeks cutting short our devotional time, our time of intimacy time with the Lord. The
good which is needed to advance the Kingdom, can sometimes take us from the best - our time of personal
intimacy with the Lord! One way this can happen is when we fill our time with podcasts, music videos or
reading a great teaching book. The advancement of the electronics world, now affords me the ability to
have the Bible at my fingertips in an instant. I do not need to memorize scripture or locations of
passages, because the bible apps allow me to quickly find or search for something no matter what version
I'm looking for. Podcasts, music and sermons from the best preachers and singers in the world can be
found online just as easily. We have a smorgasbord of things to sample and try. As wonderful as all of
these things are, we can fill our devotional time with wonderful music videos, listen to a sermon or two
from one of the most anointed teachers and go on our way without really connecting with the Lord in a
close and personal way. It is like living in the same household with someone but passing each other by
with casual conversation, never really entering into deep conversations or intimate details. Instead we

are pumped up by great teaching, or by emotional and moving videos, yet we may seldom hear His voice
in a sweet whisper.
We need time to sit in His Presence, to "be still and know" that He is God. "Know" in Psalm 46:10 implies
knowing by intimate closeness and experience. Having this type of knowing does not happen
automatically through electronic viewing. Electronic viewing by its very nature is a removed experience where we are an observer rather than a participant. It can be likened to seeing and hearing someone
enjoy a fresh piece of ripe fruit. Because we are observing from a removed level of closeness and intimacy,
we do not sense, smell, touch or taste the goodness being demonstrated. We leave with head knowledge
that the fruit is good, but not of personal experience or encounter. Can the Holy Spirit speak to us
through the means of the electronic podcast or video? Yes! But it requires us to go from being an
observer to being a hungry participant.
When the Holy Spirit speaks or touches our heart through something we hear or observe it requires us to
stop the podcast or video and sit with the Lord in contemplation of what we just heard or experienced. It
is like the Holy Spirit wooing us to get that piece of ripe fruit and eat it as we are now watching the video.
We can then relate to the speakers descriptive words. We understand the depth of enjoyment the speaker
is talking about. The intimacy of the experience is in following after the Holy Spirit’s initial wooing stopping to get the fruit for yourself. It is in seeing where He may take you to explore the word or to sit
and listen as He speaks to your heart or shows you things, through revelation by His Spirit. If we are not
careful, we can become comfortable with our devotional time being served up to us, rather than our
walking with God in intimate relationship. For all of our wonderful bible and worship aides, they cannot
and must not replace our times of meditation, prayer, getting rhema words from the scriptures, or just
having Him speak directly to us. We need those daily times to intimately connect; to hear Him speak a
word to our heart that may bring conviction, a need to forgive, a need to ask forgiveness and humble
ourselves etc. Returning on a daily basis is the place we must come back to and continue in. In returning,
we find the saving grace for those unexpected crisis, those divine appointments where fresh wisdom is
needed; not stale bread we share that we heard from another leader’s teaching. Anointed teaching is no
longer anointed if we just spit back to someone another person’s message. It is only anointed when we
have digested it, let the Holy Spirit marinate it within our spirit, giving it the new flavor needed. We
then can share that new bread from a place of our rhema insights. This marinated rhema word can
become life giving words to the person in need, not stale bread that was passed to you from someone else.
We must make sure that we are "returning" daily to a place of intimate connection with the Lord.
A place that may require us to "wait" on Him, to "be still and know" that He is GOD!
Returning from the place of busy-ness, distractions and cares of life and ministry is needed. We are not of
this world but "pilgrims" or travelers passing through, to build and spread His Kingdom here. Hebrews
11:13-16 makes this clear. One of the original definitions for pilgrims in the verse is a resident foreigner.
We may live here and work here but our passport says we are citizens of a country other than where we
are living. When we become too attached to earthily things it diminishes our sense of being that
foreigner. We become comfortable here which then our focus from our primary purposes. When our flesh
and soul are comfortable, we resist letting go of things that bring us comfort. If we are so caught up in
what is comfortable here, so caught up with what is happening around us that could take away that
comfort, we can lose the reality of GOD and what we were really called to do. We can also forget just how
powerful and supernatural He is. It is in the returning to who we are (ambassadors of a supernatural
kingdom) and who He is that helps center us in true reality. We need to see and operate in Heaven’s
supernatural reality every day. Returning to that simple place of abiding in Him can be lost in all the
tasks of being a leader. We must return to abide and rest daily in Him.
REST/QUIETNESS
"In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”
Returning is only one part of what we need to do continually. Rest and quietness are the second areas of
importance. When I speak of rest, most people automatically think of getting enough sleep. Sleep of
course is critical for all areas of the body to function well. Without sleep, our body will soon stop

functioning well and thus, we will not be effective in our role as a leader. But I am not talking only of
physical sleep. Rest is a place of habitation. Isaiah 32:18 says “My people will dwell in a peaceful
habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” The definition of habitation is: the act of
living in a place. Rest is both an “act and action" and also a place of residing. Rest is to be the place we
operate out of 24/7. It is a place of peace and trust and faith that allows us to "sleep in the face of a life
threatening storm" - Mark 4:35-41. One of the meanings of rest is "the calming of the winds". Rest needs
to be the place we are able to reach in just a matter of seconds even in the face of horrible things
happening around us. It is from this place of rest and quietness that we get the strength and wisdom to
meet the challenges that we face.
In Hebrews 3:7-4:10, there is a long exhortation about this subject of rest. The writer points out that
many (the Jews) missed the true point of rest and as a result missed out on entering their promised
destiny. Can you imagine living and working 40 years, to see what God called you to fall apart and
become nothing, because of missing out on the concept of resting? The writer warns us in Hebrew 4:1
(NKJV) "Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have
come short of it." I don't know about you, but I want to make sure that I obtain what He has purposed for
me to inherit.
The passage on rest from Hebrews needs careful study. We should allow the Holy Spirit to interpret what
He is saying to each of us personally. What ways and areas of our life that we are not resting in? Which
people, what activities and situations steal our ability to rest? Where do we find ourselves fearful,
worried or anxious? Whatever they are, big or small, they steal our rest. When the Holy Spirit shows us
these things, we must repent and turn from them and return to the place of rest.
Here is another passage to be studied on the subject of rest. 1 Corinthians 10:1-6 (NKJV) "Moreover,
brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed
through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same
spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them God was not well pleased,. .
.6 Now these things became our examples". In this chapter Paul makes it clear that what these people
had and experienced is exactly what we have and experience. Yet God was not pleased with them, Paul is
warning those of us reading this that we can become just like them. Among those people were hundreds
of leaders. Leaders who could prophesy, leaders anointed to lead a group of people to their destiny. Yet
we know that only two of that generation made it to their destiny. All of the rest, no matter how anointed
they were or how appointed they were to lead, missed the mark and did not enter in.
In 1 Corinthians 10:6-10, Paul instructs us to pay attention because we could easily fall to similar things.
He goes on to mention several things that they fell susceptible to. We can look at the list and say "Great,
none of those things have I fallen into." Paul’s point is not the exact situation or trap, but what they all
point to. They point to the fact that all of these things come from restlessness or the lack of being able to
rest and be content. This was a people who had God's Presence with them 24/7. They heard His voice,
they saw His greatness. They were fed, clothed and watered by God, the Creator of the Universe. Yet it
wasn't enough. They got accustomed to it and became restless. The definitions of restlessness are: feeling
nervous or bored and tending to move around a lot: not relaxed or calm: unhappy about a situation and
wanting change: having little or no rest or sleep. When we are restless, we attempt to fill that feeling
with something. God wants it to be Him – to find rest in Him. But we tend to "feed the restlessness” with
something tangible. It is a natural, mostly subconscious reaction to try and appease the feelings we are
experiencing. From birth, our body has been trained to satisfy the feeling by natural means, such as food,
touch or movement. However when we do try to appease the subconscious feelings with something
tangible, that something becomes an idol or substitution for God. It can be as simple as the calming effect
of a piece of chocolate, taking up a physical outlet like a sport, watching TV, looking at social media …
The point is these things are not bad in or of themselves … but they become tools in our effort to appease
our restlessness. 1 Corinthians 10:23 explains: "All things are lawful for me, but not all things are

helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify". A restless spirit can be motivating us to
take on activities and projects which may be good, but move us away from our time spent resting in God.
Besides resting in Him, there is also the entire subject of physical rest. Genesis 2:2-3 (NKJV) says: "And
on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all
His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested
from all His work which God had created and made." The author of Hebrews points out that there is a
connection between physical rest and restlessness. In the same passage where the author of Hebrews is
talking about not entering into the Lord's rest he also refers to this verse in Genesis 2.
(Hebrews 4:4 NKJV)"For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God
rested on the seventh day from all His works”'.
Obviously there is a connection between entering into a spiritual place of rest from our restlessness and a
physical rest.
We find in (Exodus 20:9-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15) that a rest day was ordained by God. It was to be a
day of doing nothing but reflecting upon God and physically resting. They were to observe it for
themselves and any who served them. God intends everyone and everything to be at rest at least one day
a week. God designed and ordained into the order of the Universe that one day a week we are to rest. He
blesses our obedience to His ways. So, if the creator of the Universe and our personal designer knows
that our best performance and happiness comes from taking to heart this truth, we may need to "return"
as well to this truth. In today's world, Sunday is no longer a day to really rest and do nothing. It has
become a work day to use for many things including "special activities" for church. Should we really
assume that in His planning and ordaining the rest day that He will overlook our efforts to do good things
on a day of rest and bless our efforts to do more "work" for Him on that day? It is a question we really
need to think about in the Holy Spirit.
STRENGTH
"In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”
It is very interesting as we re-think about returning and rest, to see that the verse also contains,
"quietness and confidence". These two elements or state of being or state of habitation bring about our
strength to do what we need to do. Not a carnal or fleshly strength, but a spiritual strength that covers
both the natural and spiritual realm that we operate in. Quietness is how we get to the place of rest …
quieting our thoughts and everything that tries to pull us into busy activity.
Isaiah gives us some insight into this. Isaiah 40:28 - 41:1 (NKJV) 28 Have you not known? Have you not
heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary.
His understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He
increases strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, 31
But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. Chapter 41:1 “Keep silence
before Me, O coastlands, And let the people renew their strength!"
This passage in Isaiah connects strength and waiting. Waiting in the Hebrew means to wait or look
eagerly for, to lie in wait for, to wait for, linger for. All of these have the sense of resting in quietness.
The dictionary describes it this way: to stay in a place until an expected event happens, until someone
arrives, until it is your turn to do something, etc.: to not do something until something else happens: to
remain in a state in which you expect or hope that something will happen soon: to remain stationary. All
of the definitions point to physical resting. Even the exhortation to keep silent indicates a type of
physical rest. This place of resting brings strength to those who wait. This is imperative for us as leaders.
The things that are often required of His leaders in the course of six days can be exhausting. It is
important that we follow His pattern, His order. We need to choose to rest. It is a choice we make. It can
be likened to tithing. In the natural, it does not make sense to tithe if you don’t have enough to pay your
bills. It can also not make sense to slow down and rest when we are behind schedule, need to get

something done to move on to great things in God. Yet “to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than
the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). When we make the choice to take a day of rest, we will see how hard it is
to accomplish. Our lives become entangled with the ways of the world so easily. We can easily lose sight of
the directive to rest, because we tell ourselves all this work is for His Kingdom. The end justifies the
means. We have to fight to come to a place of rest in our internal being as well as in our outward physical
being. But the result will be confidence and strength.
Isaiah 30:15 (NKJV)
15 For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel “In returning and rest you shall be saved; In
quietness and confidence shall be your strength.”
But you would not . . .
So these questions are now before you. “Will you return to the things that bring rest? Will you take a
look at your ability to stop and rest physically as well as your ability to come to a place of internal rest in
a matter of seconds? Can you operate in a place of quietness of spirit and soul daily so that you will have
the confidence and strength to make it to your promised destiny?” We must not forget the example given
us in 1 Corinthians and Hebrews. It is important to our successful walk, because God who never speaks
idle words, chose to tell us to not forget these examples.
May God grant us all the ability to enter into His rest. May the Holy Spirit enlighten the eyes of our
understanding so that we can see the things and the ways that keep us restless. May we make 2017 a
year of renewing our ability to enter into His rest, so that our strength is enough to enter in and take the
land that is ours to take. May we daily return and enter into rest so that our confidence and strength are
renewed … that we can become the leaders He has called and purposed us to be.
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Integrity is being truthful with myself
and others…honesty is walking it out.
I believe that personal development begins with being honest with yourself; it becomes your identity, and
defines your calling in life.
To know who I am, I need to know what I really believe. Personally, I like to make lists. In the early
1980’s my wife and I wanted to start a restaurant. It’s not a highly successful profession to get into; it
has a 90% failure rate. First, I sat down and made a list of things I was asking God for, things that I
would want in my restaurant. For example, the location, the size, the price, the layout, and so on. My list
soon became very long, but I narrowed it down to five things that I would talk to God about daily.
My second list was to do my due diligence and study successful restaurants, I picked McDonalds and
discovered five core values that they lived by. They became my core business values. The third list I
called:
“My Biblical Worldview”
This became a process of discovery and it took me awhile, I wanted to see things from God’s perspective
not western culture. What does the Bible really say and do I really believe it? This means what I am
willing to lay down my life for. This would become my true identity; it’s my identity that will determine
my destiny. As a believer I wanted to honor God in every area of my life, including the way I operated my
business. This meant from paying tithe and taxes, to honoring my lowest paid employee.
I remember going to my pastor two weeks before we opened our restaurant and shared with him about
our new business venture. I told him that I want to dedicate my business to the Lord and I wanted him to
do the dedication. Well, he said no one had ever asked him to dedicate their business to the Lord before. I
ask him to plan something and I’m sure it would be fine, and he did, the next Sunday morning he invited
my wife and me to come forward and he prayed over us.
Still working on my third list I would write things down and the list would get very long, then it would go
awhile I would study different Bible heroes of mine and ask what gave them their identity?
Daniel was one of my favorites; he was a hero to me. Taken into slavery at a very young age yet he
remained faithful. What kept him faithful? (Other heroes of mine Joseph, Abraham, David, Elijah and
Nehemiah and the list goes on) One thing they all had in common is a love relationship with God. My list
was pointing me in the right direction. But it was my relationship with God that sustained me. That
included my personal devotional life, along with discipleship training, both receiving and teaching.
Continually reading good books became one of my passions.
Jesus’s Discipleship Training
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me,… Matthew 11:29
The best examples of discipleship I learned was from following Jesus, especially as I read through gospel
of John.
John, a disciple of Jesus, disclosed Jesus as one who knew how to shine light into darkness of those He
encountered, even those who rejected Him. John 3 & 4 tells us the story of three that were living in
darkness and in need of light.

The first was Nicodemus who came to Jesus “at night” Nicodemus, a Pharisee who Jesus calls a teacher of
Israel, was living in spiritual darkness.
The second was the Samarian woman that Jesus met at Jacob’s well in the “middle of the day”; a woman
who was filled with shame and darkness. She came to the well in the middle of the day to avoid contact
with her neighbors.
The third was a Nobleman whose son was on his death bed; Jesus came into Cana of Galilee and was
approached by the father. Each of these stories reveals a personal need to bring fulfillment to their life.
Nicodemus;
The story is in John 3, Nicodemus, a teacher of Israel coming to Jesus at night, his curiosity was about
the light that Jesus manifested in His lifestyle. He tells Jesus “no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with him.” In Judaism Nicodemus and Jesus both knew life had a much to do with being
born into the right family. What mattered to Nicodemus was that he was born a child of Abraham. Now
Jesus is shedding light into Nicodemus’ darkness, explaining that God is starting a new family and the
only way to God is to be born the second time, born-again, this time being born spiritually from above.
The Samarian Woman;
The story in John 4 is about Jesus coming to a region that Israel considered being the godforsaken people
of Samaria. Jesus met the Samarian woman at Jacob’s well in the “middle of the day” while His disciples
went into town to find something to eat. The normal time for women to visit the well was in the morning
or late afternoon during the cooler part of the day. This woman has come at a time when she is least
likely to meet anyone.
She was a woman of obvious bad character, we can only imagine the shame, rejection, guilt, and offences
she was hiding in the deep darkness of her soul. Jesus addressed her deep shame and the rejection of her
five failed marriages. He offers her living water. Her defense to Jesus was, “Our fathers worship on this
mountain, you Jews worship in Jerusalem”. Jesus responded that wasn’t about the location, where they
were or in Jerusalem. He said to her, “You worship what you do not know”. (How true this is of the
church today).
Jesus said, “The Father is seeking those who worship Him in Spirit and Truth”. She left her water bucket
and went into the city to tell others to come and see, could this be the Christ? Jesus spoke truth and
exposed her darkness, when the light came on, after she drank of the living water that Jesus offered her,
she went into the city and proclaimed the good news.
The Nobleman;
This story, at the end of John 4, takes place in Cana of Galilee; a famous old town, known for its fine
foods, shops and beauty. The town was designed with good road signs to direct people in the town to all
the shops and places to see. The townspeople discover that people are stopping to admire the road signs,
clogging up the roads and missing the beauty of the town.
John tells us that Jesus is anxious about His visit to Cana, even though the people are superficial. The
people are looking for the clues, rather than following them to the treasure. The road signs are what they
admire rather than following them to the intended destination. They want Jesus’s miracles “to order”
rather than moving on to a real faith relationship in God, Jesus the Word dwelling in the flesh.
Jesus got the proper response from the Nobleman, whose son was lying in the darkness of death’s door.
The Nobleman believed the word which Jesus spoke to him. The fact that he set off for home without
insisting that Jesus follow him to Capernaum is a clear indication that his faith didn’t happen because he
saw a miracle, but because he heard and received Jesus’s word by faith. The word Jesus had spoken
becomes flesh.

The story was not intended for us to believe in an abstract idea, or even to depend on our own lists that
point us in the right direction. Because even though they might have great value, they are limited
without our having a God encounter relationship.
We are invited to believe in the Word becoming flesh.
Our genuine faith should always be seeking for the Word that is hidden to those in darkness and to be
revealed as light to them. Our present life should not be bound by this present world, as dark and corrupt
as it may be, God has embraced it by sending His Son to be revealed in the flesh.
The Water Ceremony
The celebration, of water and light. The most spectacular of these was the water drawing ceremony. On
the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying,
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in
Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. John 7:37-39
The Gospel records that our Lord Jesus not only celebrated this festival, but He took traditional elements
of the celebration and applied them to His own life and mission. Israel developed special observances and
traditions to mark this special day called,
The Feast of Tabernacles
In order to understand Israel customs, imagine a whole parade of worshipers with musicians led by the
priest to the pool of Siloam (where Jesus told the blind man to bathe his eyes, as an act of his faith) The
priest takes two golden pitchers, one is filled with wine and the other is filled with water from the pool of
Siloam.
As the musicians play, a choir of Israelites chant Psalm 118. The whole parade returns to the temple
through the Water Gate. A trumpet sounds as the priest enters the temple area. They approach the altar
where two silver basins are waiting. They poured wine into the first basin as a drink offering to the Lord
(wine signifies love and faith, of God’s righteousness) and poured water from the pool of Siloam into the
second basin. They also filled large clay pots for water to be poured down over the steps from the temple
as a symbol of abundance. (Signifies streams of cleansing of divine knowledge and grace from the Lord)
The whole ceremony, with the parade, the musicians and the worshipers, was a very joyful jubilee; it was
a huge occasion for celebration.
The ceremony was to thank God for His bounty and to ask Him to provide rain for the crops in the coming
year, and it points back to the time when Israel was in the wilderness and water came from the rock that
Moses struck, and his teaching in Leviticus 23 on Hoshana Rabba (Feasts of Booth) The people were
very aware of their dependence on God for the rains that were so vital for the preservation of life.
The One they called on for rain was standing right there with them, I can only imagine Jesus’s thoughts
as He watched the celebration. No wonder Jesus stood in the Temple on this great day of the feast and
cried out:
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:37-38.
John makes this comment; “But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” John 7:39
“Therefore with joy you will draw water From the wells of salvation. “Yeshus” Isaiah 12:3
The Light Ceremony
During this celebration the leaders sent guards to arrest Jesus, the leaders grew angry because the
temple guards refused their order to arrest Jesus. Even when one of their own, Nicodemus, came to

Jesus's defense, they still dismissed His claims saying, "A prophet does not come out of Galilee"
Apparently, those leaders had forgotten about Isaiah writings
…In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor
Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan. The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light; of those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned Isaiah 9:1-2
God had indeed promised that a great light would shine out of Galilee.
Israel’s tradition was at the end of the first day of the Feast, the Temple was gloriously illuminated. Four
gigantic 75 feet high golden candelabrums stood within the court of the women. Each candelabrum had
four branches, and at the top of every branch there was a large bowl. Four young men carried a total of 40
gallons of oil up 75 feet and poured the oil into the sixteen bowls and ignited them. All night the light
shone their brilliance, illuminating the entire city.
Imagine sixteen beautiful flames leaping toward the sky from these golden lamps. Remember that the
temple was on a hill high above the city, so the glorious glow was a sight for the entire city to see. In
addition to the light, in celebration and anticipation, the holiest of Israel's men danced and sang psalms of
joy and praise before the Lord. Levitical musicians played their harps, lyres, cymbals and trumpets to
make joyful music to the Lord. What a glorious celebration! The light was to remind the people how God's
Shekinah glory had once filled His Temple.
Jesus was teaching in the court of women just after the Feast, He being the true Light, God's glory was
once again present in that Temple. Jesus used this celebration to announce that…
I Am the Light of the World,
Perhaps standing right next to those magnificent candelabrums when He declared to all who were
gathered there;
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.
John 8:12
This festival was a reminder that God had promised to send a light, the Light, to a sin-darkened world.
God promised to send the Messiah to renew Israel's glory, release them from bondage, and restore their
joy.
Personal Development
One of the exciting things for personal development is discovering new insights into scripture that speak
on multiple levels. We have looked at how Jesus brought light to Nicodemus, the Samarian Woman and
the Noblemen.
Now I would like to focus on Jesus’s donkey ride and how that speaks in a number of ways;
Messiah’s Donkey
First it fulfills prophecy and identifies the Messiah as a King riding a donkey.
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey. Zechariah 9:9
Jesus rode the colt of a donkey, carrying the sin burden of the world into Jerusalem fulfilling
Zechariah prophecy.
The donkey is known as an animal that carries burdens. Jesus carried the burden of the sin of the whole
world on the colt of a donkey.

Abraham
Second, it points to Abraham saddling his donkey to offer his promised son on the very same mountain
that Jesus rode His donkey.
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.” … Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So
Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and
Isaac his son;
Genesis 22:1-3
Daniel
Third, it confirms Daniel’s prophecy of the 62 weeks. Daniel’s prophecy of 530 B.C. is fulfilled: Artaxerxes
gave Nehemiah the command March 14th 425 B.C. to rebuild the walls, Nehemiah 2:4-7; Messiah was
presented as King in His triumphal entry April 6th 32 A.D. 173,880 days fulfilling Daniels’ time of 62
weeks, Matthew 21:2-11; In 70 A.D. The temple is destroyed because they did not recognize the Messiah
just as Jesus prophesied in Luke 19:44
God did all this to reveal the pathway for our salvation and development into maturity.
Heaven to Earth
When Jesus told His disciples to pray, “On earth as it is in heaven” Matthew 6:10 It means it is to be on
earth as it first was in heaven. Heaven is first and then earth. Life and blessing proceed not from earth to
heaven, but from heaven to earth. Paul expressed it this way;
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come. 2 Corinthians 5:17
The Christian life is all new; it is the transfer of headquarters. Heaven is our new authority. We don’t
even know Christ after the earthly flesh, but according to the power of His resurrected life. We are still in
this earthly tent, but under all new management.
The only way to become godly is to live from God. You don’t attain heaven. You let heaven attain you. You
start living a heaven to earth life. You are living your life out of a whole new realm, heaven’s realm. The
only way to be holy, pure, loving and righteous is to live from the Holy, the Pure, the Loving and the
Righteous realm of God almighty.
The pathway for personal development is to learn to live from heaven to earth. Nicodemus, the Samarian
woman, and the Nobleman all had a need to have heaven’s touch, heaven’s light and living water.
In Conclusion
The things I learned from Jesus’s ministry for my personal development as a leader, for example;
Nicodemus, Samarian woman, and the Nobleman each had a need that only the Kingdom of heaven could
provide. God’s word of wisdom and knowledge is what brought them to a new realm of faith.
Nicodemus, a teacher of Israel knew the scriptures yet failed to see one of God’s key principles throughout
the Tora. The principle of the second born. Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob or even Saul and David,
first the natural than the spiritual. Only Jesus could be the first-born and be raised from the dead
because of His sinless life, the rest of us need to be born-again and walk by faith. Jesus asked him, “are
you a teacher of Israel and don’t know this?” Jesus revealed this truth to Nicodemus.
In the account of the Samarian woman, this was a divine appointment. John says that Jesus needed to go
through Samara. Why? Because Jesus had an appointment to meet a woman at Jacob’s well. She’d had
five husbands and is now with man number six. Jesus uncovered her many vails of shame and rejection

and spoke a “Word of Knowledge” for her. It was the very drink she needed, she went back to her city and
the whole town came out to meet Jesus. Sounds like evangelism 101.

The Nobleman already believed in Jesus, he just needed to hear the word. He traveled from Capernaum
to Cana to invite Jesus to his house. When Jesus spoke the word, that his son was healed “His Faith” was
activated and the son was healed that very hour.
Israel celebrated many festivals with good reasons and purposes. Yet in the very heart of their celebration
stood the One they were celebrating and they did not recognize Him. Are my traditions, celebrations and
activities a distraction that keeps me from seeing Jesus?
For my personal development I do appreciate my lists, they do hold value; I have learned to narrow them
down to three spheres. Each is necessary to sustain the others. God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and
He has spoken so that I can know Him and be one with Him. To sustain freedom we need faith and truth,
to sustain life we need to make wise choices and be accountable for those choices. I call them my triangle
spheres:
In May of 1984, God spoke to me and said, you are about to have your restaurant! 30 days later by faith
we opened our doors.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me!
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For the personal development of a leader
My love and His love for mankind are not the same
This is where I want to begin …. You may wonder why I choose to write about this dynamic of seeing
through scripture, and understanding the difference between our human love and God’s love.
Love the Verb*
The fourth kind of love, agape, is unconditional. It is a decision, a matter of will. Its verb form is agapao,
but for simplicity I will use agape, because it’s all Greek to me. The key principle is to think of agape as a
verb, not an emotion. Agape love is the foundation for the best and noblest relationships that humans are
capable of. It is deliberate and unconditional love that is the result of choices and behaviors rather than
feelings and emotions.
More Than a Feeling*
Treating someone with love regardless of how you feel about that person is a very powerful principle. This
type of love is the basis for all healthy relationships, bringing out the best in ourselves and others. It can
make us great spouses, great parents, and great friends.
Great Leaders Too*
All too often, however, when we read the word love, we automatically think about romantic love — the
emotional kind. What I’m talking about, however, is love the verb, not the emotion. I’m talking about
actions, not feelings. I’m referring to a set of behaviors that people use to build a healthy relationship
with someone regardless of how they feel.
Why the communication problem? Because the English language has only one word for love. For purposes
of this chapter, it would be better if we all were Greek! The Greek language is more articulate in
expressing the distinctions among various types of love. In fact, the ancient Greeks distinguished four
primary kinds of love: eros, philos, storge, and agape’.
(*Excerpt From: Joel Manby. “Love Works.”)
John 13:33-35
Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the
Jews, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come,’ so now I say to you. 34 A new commandment, I
give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
John 15:11-13
11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may
be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater
love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.
1 John 3:1-3
Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
We cannot know the love of God and love the way that He loves us without finding ourselves in a definite

confrontation with our flesh; to love others as He has loved us. God’s love and grace challenges us in very
unique ways that will cause us to rise up above our flesh.
The Lord’s Commandment to love others as He has loved us, is far more impacting than we can
possibly imagine! When we first come to know the Lord our desire is to love unconditionally, even as He
loves us unconditionally. He has given us a new commandment, to love one another in the same way He
has loved us.
To love someone unconditionally, requires nothing from the individual receiving that love. It requires
much more than we can give in our flesh/carnal nature; to love someone un-conditionally in the way He
has loved us.
Why is it so difficult to love others in the same way that Jesus has loved us?
We will discover as we consider the answer to this question, based on man’s understanding of love from a
human/carnal nature, it is impossible for us to love others with the same pure agape’ love with which
Jesus loved us.
Our understanding of loving unconditionally is based on our own love experiences, receiving and loving in
the natural, based on our experiences of love in the family and community, and in the society where we
live.
Without specific distinction, in the English language, we attempt to love one another; not knowing what it
means to love one another in the same way we have been loved by Jesus.
It is a great blessing and privilege for us to have the scripture to reveal the nature and character of our
Father in Heaven and His Son, Who is the physical evidence of the Father’s love for mankind.
In order for us to continue our journey as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, learning to love others in the
same way that He has loved us, it is necessary that we consider what manner of love it is.
1 John 4:8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
The same word, Agape’ is used in (1John 4:8), (1Corinthians 13:1-8), and (John 13:33).
In order to understand how the “love commandment” given to His disciples has a direct impact on our
personal development as leaders, it is necessary to take a close look at the description given to us in
(1Corinthians 13:1-8)
1 Corinthians 13:1-8
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not
rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.
8 Love never fails.

The following principles, exemplify those who lead from a foundation of love, Agape’. As you
read each principle consider the result of leading without these virtues. We see clearly the value of a
leader who has developed these godly virtues in their personal life in Christ; that they are able to rise
above their flesh as leaders.
Love suffers long
g3114. μακροθυμέω makrothymeō; from the same as 3116; to be long-spirited, i.e.
(objectively) forbearing or (subjectively) patient: — bear (suffer) long, be longsuffering, have
(long) patience, be patient, patiently endure.
Love is kind
g5541. χρηστευομαι chrēsteuomai; middle voice from 5543; to show oneself useful, i.e. act
benevolently: — be kind.
Love does not envy
g2206. ζηλόω zēloō; from 2205; to have warmth of feeling for or against: — affect, covet
(earnestly), (have) desire, (move with) envy, be jealous over, (be) zealous(-ly affect)
Love does not parade itself
g4068. περπερεύομαι perpereuomai; middle voice from πέρπερος perperos (braggart; perhaps by
reduplication of the base of 4008); to boast: — vaunt itself.
Love is not puffed up
g5448. φυσιόω physioō; from 5449 in the primary sense of blowing; to inflate, i.e. (figuratively)
make proud (haughty): — puff up.
Love does not behave rudely
g0807. ἀσχημονέω aschēmoneō; from 809; to be (i.e. act) unbecoming: — behave self uncomely
(unseemly).
AV (2) - behave (one's) self uncomely 1, behave (one's) self unseemly 1;
to act unbecomingly
Love does not seek its own
g1438. ἑαυτοῦ heautou; from a reflexive pronoun otherwise obsolete and the genitive case
(dative case or accusative case) of 846; him- (her-, it-, them-, also (in conjunction with the
personal pronoun of the other persons) my-, thy-, our-, your-) self (selves), etc.: — alone, her
(own, -self), (he) himself, his (own), itself, one (to) another, our (thine) own(-selves), + that she
had, their (own, own selves), (of) them(-selves), they, thyself, you, your (own, own conceits, own
selves, -selves).
Love is not provoked
g3947. παροξύνω paroxynō; from 3844 and a derivative of 3691; to sharpen alongside, i.e.
(figuratively) to exasperate: — easily provoke, stir.

Love thinks no evil
g2556. κακός kakos; apparently a primary word; worthless (intrinsically, such; whereas 4190
properly refers to effects), i. e. (subjectively) depraved, or (objectively) injurious:— bad, evil,
harm, ill, noisome, wicked.
Love does not rejoice in iniquity
g5463. χαίρω chairō; a primary verb; to be “cheer”ful, i.e. calmly happy or well-off;
impersonally, especially as salutation (on meeting or parting), be well: — farewell, be glad,
God speed, greeting, hall, joy(- fully), rejoice.
g0093. ἀδικία adikia; from 94; (legal) injustice (properly, the quality, by implication, the act);
morally, wrongfulness (of character, life or act): — iniquity, unjust, unrighteousness, wrong.
Love rejoices in the truth
g0225. ἀλήθεια alētheia; from 227; truth: — true, x truly, truth, verity.
Love bears all things
g4722. στέγω stegō; from 4721; to roof over, i.e. (figuratively) to cover with silence (endure
patiently): — (for-)bear, suffer.
Love believes all things
g4100. πιστεύω pisteuō; from 4102; to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or
thing), i.e. credit; by implication, to entrust (especially one's spiritual well-being to Christ): —
believe(-r), commit (to trust), put in trust with.
Love hopes all things
g1679. ἐλπίζω elpizō; from 1680; to expect or confide: — (have, thing) hope(-d) (for), trust.
Love endures all things
g5278. ὑπομένω hypomenō; from 5259 and 3306; to stay under (behind), i.e. remain;
figuratively, to undergo, i.e. bear (trials), have fortitude, persevere: — abide, endure, (take)
patient(-ly), suffer, tarry behind.
Love never fails.
g1601. ἐκπίπτω ekpiptō; from 1537 and 4098; to drop away; specially, be driven out of one's course;
figuratively, to lose, become inefficient: — be cast, fail, fall (away, off), take none effect.
Wow! What quality of leader do you want to be? Recently I heard a young pastor say, “good leaders ask
themselves tough questions”. He went on to say “the tough question I have asked myself is, am I the kind
of leader that people want to follow?”
If you desire to be a leader that people want to follow, and are safe to follow …It will require continual
personal development, I invite you to accept the challenge to grow and lead from a foundation of agape’
love.

“To God be the Glory”
As you consider this teaching for others don’t miss the opportunity to make it your own. I
trust the scriptures to bring us all to another level in our personal development as leaders.
Love and Blessings
Don Richter
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Character is the foundation necessary for leaders to build a strong record of excellence
and success in ministry. Without character it is likely that the call of ministry will be
shipwrecked in the sea of compromise and wrong decisions. Where there is a character deficit
or weakness of judgment a leader is sure to find themselves making decisions that will
inevitability bring destruction to their ministry. It does not stop there, because many lives are
affected by the failure of a leader toward those they lead.
It must be understood that the gifts of God and the character of a leader are two very
separate things. Character is defined as the mental and moral qualities of an individual. The
gifts of God are given by the Holy Spirit in order to enable a leader to fulfill his or her destiny
and calling to equip the saints for the work of ministry. The gifts of the Spirit are NOT an
endorsement of character and according to Rm. 11:29 For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.
"The respect that leadership must have requires that one's ethics be without question. A leader not
only stays above the line between right and wrong, he stays well clear of the gray areas."
G. Alan Bernard
"Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give him power."
Abraham Lincoln
ACCOUNTABILITY BEGINS WITH GOD
Rms. 14:11-12 For it is written: ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue
shall confess to God.” So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.
GREAT FAVOR REQUIRES PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY: NADAB & ABIHU LEV. 10
Nadab and Abihu were the first born sons of Aaron, Moses’ brother. They were given a legacy which they
squandered. They saw great things in the history of Israel during Moses’ leadership of the nation.
Ex. 24:1, 9 Now He said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of
the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel.
What can we learn from Nadab and Abhiu?
 Pedigree and position will not spare us judgment when we profane acts of worship that defy God’s
holy standards.
 We must seek to meet God’s holy standards of reverence and respect in worship.
 No person is too big, no pulpit too important and no position is too prestigious to be exempted from
respecting the Lord.
WHAT SINS WERE BEHIND THE STRANGE FIRE?
1. REBELLION
Rebellion was one of the chief sins committed by Israel against the Lord.
Deu. 9:7 From the day you left Egypt until you arrived here, you have been rebellious against the Lord.
See also: Deu. 31:27, Jer. 28:16, Ez. 2:3
1 Sam. 15:23 Rebellion is like the sin of divination.

Aaron’s own legacy was partly responsible for planting the seed of rebellion in his two sons. (The golden
calf)
The offering of strange fire therefore was not merely a sin of weakness or ignorance. What we see in the
life of Nadab and Abihu was a total disregard for the law and the judgment from the Lord’s Hand. When
we walk outside the guidelines of God’s Word we are entering dangerous territory.
2. LACK OF RESPECT
The two brothers were insubordinate and lacked a teachable spirit. A rival spirit set itself up in
their hearts. A competitive spirit. It was their fire vs. the fire of God. They felt their way was a
better way than the Lord’s way. The true root of their sin was a lack of fear of the Lord.
A culture of honor is taught throughout the New Testament. 1 Tim. 5:1 Do not rebuke an older
man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers…
These men did not honor their father, the traditions of the faith and again a lack of the fear of the
Lord.
This lack of respect, or healthy fear of the Lord causes people to reject God’s standard:
 Jesus is the only way, truth and the life. Jn. 14:6
 Salvation does not come by works, but by faith. Eph. 2:8-9
 All have sinned. Rm. 3:23
3. Pride
In Mark 7:22 pride is listed twelfth in the list of 13 vices. The word means arrogance, and a
disdainful attitude toward others. It is a pharisaical sin characterized by superiority of attitude.
This defines Nadab and Abihu. This is the exact opposite of what Jesus claimed for Himself, as
One who was meek and lowly.
Phil. 2:5-7 Tells of the Christ who was humbled and exalted.
Pro. 16:18-19 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be a humble spirit
with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.
The word destruction in this verse means to ruin a dream. Pride destroys relationships, robs our dreams
and leaves a person crushed and destroyed.
Nabal, Abigail’s husband it a great example of pride and arrogance run wild. Nabal’s name means “fool”
and he was certainly a fool. I Sam. 25
4. Unbelief
All sins can be traced to unbelief. Unbelief is the cause of rebellion, rivalry, pride, arrogance and
impatience. Unbelief when left unchecked will cloud the will and lead to wrong decisions that can destroy
a destiny. Satan used unbelief to cause Eve to doubt and ultimately to fall.
Gen. 3:1 did God really say, you must not eat from any tree in the garden? The seed of doubt was sown.
Satan used the same tactic on Jesus when he said in Matt. 4:3, If you are the son of God, tell these stones
to become bread. Implying that Jesus was not the Son of God. Let it be clear, we all face temptation to
doubt. But when we decide that God did not say what He said—and we can do it better or that He will not
keep His word—or manifest Himself, we are putting ourselves above His Word. We are in danger of
offering our own “profane fire.”
The most important point in our relationship and worship of the Lord Jesus is to never, never
lose the fear of the Lord. We must learn this from Nadab and Abhiu.

BIBLICAL POINTS OF ACCOUNTABILITY
1. Relational accountability brings joy and unity. Eph. 4:3, 13
Pro. 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.
 Healthy dialogue among believers stimulates the renewing of the mind, strengthens our
faith focus and brings joy to the heart of those walking in mutual respect and honor.
2. Personal confession takes discipleship to a new level.
Pro. 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper. But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have
mercy.


When believers allow themselves to be vulnerable, revealing sins and shortcomings, there is
an activation of spiritual cleansing. This act of humility prepares the way for a powerful
truth. The enemy uses our sins to isolate believers in darkness and shame. When
we bring our sin into the light a powerful transformation takes place. The believer is not
only brought into the atmosphere of God’s merciful Presence, but confession opens the door
to receive mercy from those we walk in relationship with. This mercy shared in relationship
is necessary to defeat the spirit of shame, and also leads in the path of healing, both
spiritual and relational.

James 5:13-18 has been called the New Testament Divine Healing Covenant (Ex. 15:26 is the OT healing
covenant). Note the progression in this passage:
 V13 Personal faith: Let him pray. (It takes faith and trust to confess our sins.)
 V13b Personal prayer, the road of discipleship is paved with worship.
 V14 Personal responsibility: Let him call. Recognizing spiritual covering from: the
church leadership, apostolic authority, or accountability partners.
 V16 Personal confession: Next to forgiveness, confession may be the hardest Christian
discipline to activate in our lives.
Note:
Confession truly must be made in a complete atmosphere of total trust, to those who will
protect the truly repentant; and will guard the integrity of all information and details in a
way that facilitates healing, forgiveness and mercy. It cannot be emphasized enough that a
culture of honor and integrity be exercised in matters of this nature.
It must be noted the powerful place this passage leads BOTH parties in this beautiful act of
restoration. When broken lives are treated with integrity, respect and dignity the potential released is
transformational. First to the individual, then to the church, the kingdom of God and finally into the
realms of heavenly authority. Eph. 3:10 The result is one of the greatest comparisons we see in scripture.
The restoration of prayerful spiritual authority is compared to Elijah. Can you imagine? Look at how he
prayed, look at the results. Amazing! All through healing, forgiveness, restoration and the activation of
MERCY!
It speaks of unity born and birthed by the Holy Spirit and results in an atmosphere where the King can
COMMAND His blessings. Ps. 133:3b! Blessing and glory and honor to the Lamb who was slain.
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“Make Sure Your Ministry Has Not Become Your Mistress”
One thing that I determined very early in ministry was that my family would always be my first ministry.
All around the world I see pastors whose families are hurting, because the work of the church has become
more important to them than the well-being of their families. In 1998, I became pastor of our church here
in Columbus, Ohio. When I was offered the position of Pastor I told our founding pastor, “before I can
accept, I must first ask the congregation one important question”. On a Sunday morning, I asked them if
they were willing to allow me to put my family first and the congregation second. I told them if they can
do this, then I can be the best pastor this church could find. They agreed, responding by giving me a
standing ovation!
I have observed over the years, many ministry families that are broken and discouraged, because the
demands of the ministry stole all the time they should have had to enjoy life together as a family. In the
U.S. often pastors’ children are referred to as “PK’s,” {Pastor’s Kids} and everyone assumes they will be
rebellious and not want to be a part of the church...because this is what they have seen happen. I loved
my family first when I was in the aircraft industry; before coming into the ministry…so why would I not
love them first when I became a pastor? I loved my wife with my whole heart before becoming a pastor so
why would I love her less after answering the call to ministry? Pastors, your first ministry is your
family…and they deserve your very best! My wife and I have raised three amazing young women who
love the Lord…and love the church. They have married three wonderful young men. This year we will
have 9 grandchildren who are being raised to love God first as well. We do not have to lose our families to
the demands of the ministry. Let me share with you a few things that I have learned over the years that
may help you bring balance to your life in ministry.
First, let’s not forget that God created the world in 6 days then on the seventh day He rested. We have to
make sure that we are taking a day each week to rest as well. Ministry is a marathon, not a sprint!
One thing that will help you to pace yourself and also help you to make sure you’re caring for your family
first is by learning how to effectively schedule your time. It is good to meet with your wife the first of
each week to talk about the family’s schedule for the week. Once you know what is going on in your
family you can begin to schedule the work of the ministry, around the things that are important to the
well-being of your family. You don’t have to sacrifice dinners with the family or dates with your wife
because of the ministry if you learn to schedule properly.
Second, set priorities in your ministry and stick to it. Here is how I order my life in ministry:
1. My relationship with God.
2. My wife and her relationship with God.
3. My relationship with my wife.
4. Our relationship with our children.
5. My ministry at the church.
This might seem to be an unrealistic order according to how you currently handle your ministry position.
You might ask, “How can I put the work of the church last on my list?” Remember when Jesus said the
“last shall be first?” What do I mean by that?
First, most pastors, {if they would truly admit it} know that many days their time spent with God gets cut
short…because of the demands of the day. We must remember that first and foremost God loves the time
we spend with Him…more than He values our ministry! The more time we spend in prayer, reading the
word and worshipping the Lord, the more order we find in our day. I become a better husband, father,
brother, friend, and pastor when I make my time with God my top priority in ministry.

Next, if my time with God is that important, then my wife’s time with God must be equally important.
Our wives are our partners in ministry, not our servants. My wife knows that I value the time she spends
with the Lord; it is never an inconvenience to me. For years, my wife loved to spend time in the morning
with the Lord so I put no demands on her time while she was hanging out with Jesus. This helped her to
be a better wife, mother, sister, friend and pastor.
Most days, I wake up before my wife, and after I get ready to go to the church, I make her a cup of her
favorite coffee to bless her morning. My wife does many special little things to bless me as well. Our time
together is precious and valuable and I would never want her to feel like she takes second place to the
church! Before our kids, and the church, we must build a solid relationship together as a couple. Tammy
and I laugh together, travel together, worship together and serve together. Your kids are watching how
you relate to your spouse…and you may not realize it, but so is your church! When mom and dad are in
love it brings stability to both your family and your congregation! Can I encourage you to STOP
everything you’re doing and evaluate your relationship with your spouse? God desires a relationship with
you, and He wants your marriage to be incredible as well.
My next priority is my children. Our children are so important to my wife and me! Too many pastors
sacrifice their children…in the name of ministry. So many pastors’ kids rebel against their parents
because this is the only way they know how to capture their attention! They see everyone else in
the church getting all of your time and attention, and they wonder why they are not able to spend time
with you.
Let me share a few tips on how to not lose your children to the ministry. Time, Time, Time is the only
answer! My wife and I were always involved with our children’s activities. We never missed any of their
school events. My daughters all played sports, and I cannot remember many games I missed. As a matter
of fact, I coached many of their teams! When our daughters would have a speech meet, science fair, movie
they wanted to see, or a bike ride they wanted to go on, we took the time out of our day to make those
things a priority. We made a point to have family dinner times…and an open door policy; no matter how
late it was, they were welcome to come into our bedroom and share what was on their minds. My wife
has a tremendous love for our family, and the girls have always known how important they are to her!
Pastors’ kids do not want to have to compete with the church for their parents’ time. They want to feel
loved and valued…and we can do that by doing better at making them a higher priority than the church.
Now that I have all of my personal and family life in order, I am ready to minister to all the wonderful
people that God has placed in my congregation. By scheduling your family first, you have your personal
life in order, which allows you to totally focus on the work God has for you to do! I know the demands
ministry puts on a pastor, it is the hardest calling you will ever have…and love! One thing we have to
understand is that God never called us to fix people, that is His job, and He is good at it. We are called to
love, encourage and train people to function in their gifts and calling in His amazing Kingdom.
Remember this, most problems that people have in their lives did not happen overnight…nor will they be
solved overnight. You need to be careful not to make their emergency your emergency! We are called to
dissect the Word of God, so that people can hear it and apply it to every area of their lives. Find joy in
your serving! And as the word says “let the joy of the Lord be your strength.”
Lastly, you do not have to do ministry alone. Build a network of other pastors that you can share life
with; you need them as much as they need you. Spend a large portion of your time training leaders in
your congregation who will take some of the weight of ministry off your shoulders!!
So, Pastor I urge you to take time to honestly consider, Has your ministry become your mistress?! Take
time to honestly consider if your wife and family are being given second place to the ministry. Make this
your ministry motto, “God first, family second and the church third.” May God richly bless you for your
service to Him, thank you for choosing to give it all for Jesus!

